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do not quite approve of the schedule will
move their amendments in committee.
There cannot, I feel sure, be much dis-
cussion on a small Bill of this description.
Tt received a great deal of consideration in
the other House, and I propose to show
very briefly what are its main provisions.
In the town of Bunbury itis proposed to
close a street for the purpose of u recreu-
tion reserve. In the town of Pinjarrah
a street is to be ¢losed to include land in
a school site.  In North Fremantle the
object of the closure is for the erection of
a station. In Coolgardie it is for park
lands. At Bardoc it is to allow for the
extension of the recreation yronnd. At
Chidlow’s Well and at Bridgetown it is for
purposes in connection with the Railway
Department. T need not say any more till
hon. members raise some (uestion.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 915 p.m. till
the next day.

Fegislutive Rssembly,
Wednesday, 15th December_, 1897

Water site near Coolgardie, plans and reporis—Ques.
tion : Lease of Government coal ures. machinery,
&c., at the Collie—Motion: Proposed Railway, Es-
perance Lo Noveemnn; division {negatived)—Ha-
tion: Water boring und conservation, Eastern
agricultural districts-—Motion : Crédil_foncier sys-
tem re ngricnlture—-Motion: Stock Diseases Act
Administration ; division on ndjournment of de-
bate—DMunicipal Institutions Aet Amendment Bill:
third rending—Adjournment.

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at
4:30 o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

WATER SITE NEAR COOLGARDIE,
PLANS AND REPORTS.
Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): Omn the 8th November, the
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member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Tlingworth) woved, * That there be laid
upon the table of the House the plans
and reports of a water site near Cool-
gardie, prepared by Messrs. Noel, Brazier,
Grant, and Atkinson, in 1894." That
motion was putand passed. I have made
inquiries, and I now have to state that
the plans und reports referred to are not,
so far as can be ascertained, in existence.
There is no knowledge of the preparation
of such plans, and diligent inguiries have
heen mnade in all directions with the same
result,

QUESTION —LEASE OF GOVERNMENT
COAL AREA, MACHINERY, &c., AT
THE COLLIE.

Hox., H. W. VENN, iu accordance
with notice, asked the Premier : Whether
the Government would be prepared to let
on lease or on tribute the coal area from
which the thousand tons of coal were
taken, together with the plant and
machinery erected for the Government
by Mr. Pendleton,

The PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied :—-The Government con-
gider it inadvisable to do so at present, as
they desire to keep this area in their own
possession for a time, in case the lessees
of coal leases fail to raise sufficient coal
for the demand, in which case the Gov-
ernment, will be able to arrange to raise
coal from the Government reserve, which
contains 320 acres. As there is a large
area of coal lands, no injury to the in-
dustry is likely to result from following
this proposed course ; but if such is likely,
the matter will be reconsidered.

MOTION—PROPOSED RAILWAY,
ESPERANCE TO NORSEMAN.

Mgr. CONOLLY (Dundas), in accord-
anee with notice, moved —

That, in the opinion of this House, it is
desirable that, in consequence of the sabis-
factory proof lately given of the intrinsic
value and permanence of the Dundas Goldfield,
some measure should be taken at an early
date for the construction of a railway from
Esperance to cope with the exceptional
difficulties in traffic, and the supply of goods
and machinery to the eaid goldfield.

He said: In bringing under the notice of
the House this motion for the construction
of a line for connecting the Dundas fields
with the port of Esperance, I am aware
that this 15 a subject on which there has
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been considerable diversity of opinion, and |
which has been adversely commented
upon by a good many people who have
given it deep and serious consideration.
I am aware that some of the best and
most far-seeing men in this colooy have .
considered this subject from different |
standpoints, and have, 1n many cases,
come to different conclusions. But I
would ask hon. members to look at this
subject from a broad and national stand-
point, and to put on one side that
tendency—[ may call it a dangerous
tendency —to centralisation which, I think,
lies at the root of much of the opposition
which is sometimes displayed with refer-
ence to this project. This tendency to
centraligation has already proved a
source of great danger to other young
countries, as, for instance, to our sister
colonies; and it 15, to an even greater
extent, threatening the industrial and com-
mercial prosperity of Western Australia.
I am well aware many hon. mnembers are
not favourably disposed to the constrice-
tion of this line at the present moment.
But there is not an hon. member who
would willingly bring misfortune to a lot
of people, or attempt to divert commerce
from 1its natural course, and retard the
development of a great and very promis-
ing goll)dﬁeld. I shall endeavour to put
the motion before the House in a 'fair,
straightforward nanner, trusting hon.
members to pgive the motion fair and
unprejudiced consideration. I hope the
question will be looked at from a national
standpeint, with the desire, which I am
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sure every hon. member feels, to do jus-
tice to the country and all parties con-
cerned. The construction of this railway
would have for its first and immediate
object the best and cheapest means of
developing the Dundas goldfield. Those
who have seen the poldfield have, without
exception, formed very excellent opinions,
not only of its resources, but of its ex-
tent and possibilities. Indeed, T may say
that the unanimously high opinion of this
feld is very marked by evervbody com-
petent to judge. who has had an oppor-
tunity of visiting Pundas. Still I think
it will be necessary to explam why
goldfields which have been so favourably
spoken of have, until this last year, failed
to show those large gold retuwrns which
have characterised other rising gold-min-

ing centres of Western Australia. The
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early gold returns of all youny fields are
invariably based on the alluvial output.
The alluvial gold, which has characterised
the early discoveries of almost every big
mining centre in Western Australia, has
invariably been the first source of wealth ;
and the great value of alluvial gold in the
early days of a field is well kmown to every
hon. member of any experience. This
alluvial geld is the bestassistance and the
greatest benefit to the early settlers in their
task of development. Itis the source from
which the prospector receives, as it were,
assistance tn the more arduous work of
prospecting and developing the permanent
reefs of the district. But the alluvial
gold is more than that: it is the greatest
advertisement which a young field cau
have. It attracts a large population, and
is a source of production at the very first.
At the Norseman, however, those early
gold returns were not forthcoming, because
there was no alluvial gold there. Yet
this field maintains a larger population
than many other younyg fields which have
returned more gold. To show to hon.
members the immense importance of
alluvial gold as compared with reef gold,
I will quote a few retwns from some of
our oldest fields. Pilbarra. for instance,
last year out of a grold output of 11,8100z,
returned 35,9220z, from alluvial sources,
and 5,461oz. from reef sowrces. Out of
the very magnificent. output of gold, as the
result of eight years’ work on that field, of
no less than 111,2780z., only 28,1880z
were derived from reefs, the lalance of
82,0820z. coming from alluvial sources.
Again, we can turn to Yilgarn, where out
of a total output of gold for eight years’
work amounting to 181,0640z., alluvial
gold alone represented 131.0640z.. while
ounly 50.7160z. came from reefs. That
will show to hon. members the immense
disadvantages which the Norseman field
has had to contend with. The immense
alluvial resources which assisted other
goldfields to show those high gold returns
did not exist on the Norseman, and con-
sequently prospectors there were thrown
back on the more ardnous task of develop-
ing the reefs. That is the reason why,
until this year, the Norseman has been un-
able to show that gold output which other
vonng fields can boast of. The alluvial
gold was not there, and, at the time,
machinery was not available to extract
the gold from the reefs. It must not,
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thevefore, be supposed that, because until
this last year the Dundas field has not
yielded high returns, the ficld- has not
heen worked, or that the gold resources are
limited. On the contrary, the field has
beenworked under most difficult and ardu-
ons circumstances, and possibly any other
field under the same conditions would
never have retained the popalation
which the Norseman has succeeded in
retaining.  Tater returns have fully
justified the very high opinions formed
of this country. Kven with the few
batteries which up to the present moment
are operuting on the Norseman, very
excellent results have been obtained;
and any doubts which may have been
entertained as to the permanency and
value of the field have long since been
put on one side by those who have seen
and watched its progress. T would like
to quote some returns of the gold which,
during the last year, has been yielded
by a few of the Norseman gold mines.
A single mine, during last yvear crushed
351 tons for uo less thau 816 ounces.
The Norseman Gold Mine, which 1s
situated on the fissure lode, in the
development of which a very large
amount of foreign capital has been em-
ployed, crushed 612 tons for 648 ounces.
These are very cxcellent returng, and
considerably in excess of what was ex-
pected from that lode. It is a very big
reef, which has been tested for no less
than 500ft. The St. Agnes mine crushed
30 tons for 1l6Goz; the Break o
Day mine crushed 188 tons for 4460z, ;
and the Albemarle, in a small trial
crushing of 25 tons, obtained no less
than 100oz. That trial crushing was
supplemented with another of 50 tons,
which yielded the magnificent output of
421oz.

Mzr. Moraans: Why do they not keep
on with those sort of crushings ¥

Mz. CONOLLY : So they would, hut
it is only lately they have had the
machinery on the field. I think I can
show that the mines at Norseman
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could crush large amounts almost as well
as they could small amounts. For a
crushing of 183 tons the result was no
less than 2,1740z. TFor a further crush-
ing of 757 tons the result was 1,1450a. |
These are from only a few of the Norse-

man mines, and merely represent crush- !
ings from those few mines which have |

. without precedent.
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been sufficiently fortunate to be able to
erect batteries.
Mz. MorgaNs:
monthly output?
Mr. CONOLLY : The total mouthly
output has reached over 3,000 ounces.
That has not been turned out the whole
year round, because the machinery was
not there during the whole of the period
The amount of gold which Norseman
has returned has been steadily increasing
month after month, in accordance with
the amount of wmachinery operating on
the fields ; and one crushing after another
has only confirmed the good opinion of
this field. The future of Norseman
field is based not only on its bare gold
return. It is based also on the immense
amount ¢f development which has been
carried on at that field during the last
three years. People who live on these
goldfields have had to go through much
hardship and difficulty, and the population
have been retamed there with practically no
reward for their labours. Tt is anly within
the last year they have been enabled to
obtain any gold from the reef resources.
The gold output, as I said before, has in-
creased in proportion to the machinery
erected there. While there were only 10-
head of stampers erected on the field, the
vutput was very small, amonnting to only
4,369 ounces. But as development has
inereased, that output has been augmented
by no less than 400 per cent. this year,
and at the expiration of twelve months it
is confidently expected —in fact the gold
is almost returned already--that 20,000
ounces will lhave been realised. When
taking into consideration the permnanent
sources from which these gold returns are
obtained, it will be understood that the
reputation of the Norserman mines is by
no means fleeting. It is an extensive
field with permanent resources, and the
returns for this year will be augmented
in proportion to the machinery in opera-
tion. It is a permanent field, and all
that is required to develop it is a railway.
Mr. Oars: How many head of stamps
are you working now 7
Mr. CONOLLY: About 120. In
making this request we arenot altogether
When the people of
Dundas goldfield note the manner in
which other young goldfields have heen
treated by the Government, they cannot
tail to be assured that the request which

What is the total
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they are now making will receive favour- 1 veadily see, that 15 not an easy and prac-

able eonsideration.
the manner in which the Government have
assisted such goldfields as the Yilgam,
we cannot but feel that the Dundas tield
has been in some measure neglected up to
the present time.

Tur Prexier: No, no.

Mg, CONOLLY : I will proveit to you,
gir. During theearly days of the Y. ilgarn
goldfield it was a bad time for the people of
that district 1o ask for a railway.

Tur Prester: They never asked for
it. It was the only goldfield we had
then.

"Me. CONOTLY: And yet we have been
asking for one for two years and have never
got it, and our field is a great deal better
than theirs. At the time that rvailway
was granted, the gold returns of the Yil-
garn field amounted to 12,8330%., and its
population, as far as Government statistics
show, consisted of 300 people; whereas
the Dundas field at the present moment
has returned 20,0000z., and has a popu-
lation of over 1,400 people. T think it is
a fair contention that, if a goldfield like
the Yilgarn is justified in ha.vmcr a rail-
WAy, aulelv a big goldfield like Dundas is
not unreasonable in making a similar
request.  The request is even more potent
at the present time than it otherwise
would be, on account of avery heavy road
over which the Norseman field has
bhad to obtain its supplies up to this
moment. This road is probably one of
the heaviest in the colony; it is heavy
sand, similar in many respects to the
road leading from Geraldton to Mullews,
on which the sand obstructs the traflic,
and in a similar degree the sand plain
extending from the sea coast fo
Norseinan renders the road next to im-
passable.  Although the road is almost
impracticable for teams, it would yet be
a very cheap road over which to construct
a rallway. It would probably be one of
the cheapest railways in the colony. The
country between the sea coast and the
goldfields being largely sand-plain, it
would require no (,ostlv cuttings; nor are
there any difficult f"l"LlelltS on the road.
It would be little more than a matter of
laying sleepers and rails; but so bad is
the road at the present moment that the
inhabitants of Norseman are almost

entirelv dependent on camels for their .

means of transit;

and, as evervone will |

When we consider | tical way of carrving large and cuntber-

somne machinery, The trade on this road
is very considlerable. The tradespeople
of Bsperance have ulreadv opened up
branches of their firins at Norseman, and
the cost of transit for the last two years
of eight mining ¢companies on that field
amounted to no less than £100,000, while,
adding the cost of transit to smaller firms
on the fields and others at Esperance, this
amount would be increased to £150,000
for that period. This is a very consider-
able figure, and this amount alone would
have almost puid for the construction of
this line; and, when we take into eon-
sideration the amount of revenue which

- this goldfield has vielded to the country,

which in customs duties alone totals no
less than £63,000, hon. members will see
that had this nnount of money been
expended in the construction of a line,
the cost of the work would have been
more than covered by the revenue from
the district, and the field would have been
in an advanced and progressive condition.
But at present the cost of the crection of
batteries at Norseman is almost pro-
hibitive. The cost of transit is greater
than the cost of the machinery itself. It
would cost, under present conditions,
about £2,000 for carriage uwlone from
Esperance to Norseman for a small
ten-head battery. I have seen an eight-
ton hoiler loaded in Esperance which,
before it has rcached the Dundas field,
cost the mining company £200 for freight.
Counsidering that this goldfield depends
entirely on machinery for its develop-
ment, 1t is imposwible that in the absence
of railwuy fucilities it should continue to
progress in a satisfactory and prosperous
manner. I would like to say a few words
in reference to Esperance. I have heard
many reports with regard to its harbour,
and it seems to me that some people bave
almost made a point of depreciating the

_shipping resources of this port for the

pwrpose of prejudicing the public mind.
For instance, when this proposal was last
brought forward, it was, I believe, stated
that we had already expended nearly a
million of money in forming a splendid
harbour at Fremantle, and that we were
asked to spend another million down at
Esperance to do the same thing, More.
aver, at a still later period, since I have
been in this House, I have heard it
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stated-—I believe by the Premier him- ! is well-known that the coast is a stormy

gelf —that it would cost at least £50,000
to make a harbour at Esperance. But

and rugged one, and that this is the only
port between South Australiaand Albany.

there is no guestion of making a harbour | I think there is a lingering idea in the

at Esperance, because nature itself has
made a harbour there.

Tee PrEMIER: A roadstead.

Mzr. CONOLLY: The right bhou.
gentleman says a roadstead. I cannot
believe that he thinks so himself, because
he has seen that harbour, and he must
know that there is no roadstead about it.
It is absolutely enclosed.

Tee Premrier: It is a good place. but
ot like Albany.

Mg. CONOLLY : I think the Director
of Public Works has also been there, and
I do not believe he will say it is a road-
stead. The criticisms on the port of
Esperance have assumed various forms.
I have heard that it is an open roadstead;
T have heard that there is no water there,
and that it is a daugerous barbowr: I
have heard that it is not a harbour at all.
All these statements have heen made
public. Inreply, I would tell this House
that the port of Esperance is almost
entirely enclosed, save for two entrances—
the east entrance and the west. These
have recently been surveyed, with the
result that it was proved that there is at
each entrance a depth of water of from
18 to 32 fathoms.

Tre PremiEr: Only one entrance
has been surveyed—the one from the
south-west.

Mr. CONOLLY :
statement.

THE PREMIER:
entrance, however.

Mr. CONOLLY: In any case, 1
think the general opinion formed upon
the survey of that harbour was that it
could be entered with absolute safety by
any vessel trading on the coast; and that
shipping could lie there completely shel
tered from the weather, and in perfect

I shall accept your

It was a very good

security. A few days ago the Premier

stated that it would take £50,000 to form
this barbour; but I have no hesitation in
saying that it could becompletely equipped
for £25,000. Very little more is required
in addition to what has alreadv been
done, than what I asked for a short
time ago, namely, a lighthouse. The
coast is umsurveyed, and there Is
no beacon to yuide vessels. What.
ever the harbour at Esperance may be, it

minds of people that it wonld cost a great
deal of money to open up this port, whereas
in reality it would reguire very little. The
harbour has been almost completed by
vature. Before leaving this question, I
should like to say a few words as to the
route which a railway to the Dundas field
should take, as some people are in favour
of a line from Coolgardie. For myself, I
look upon it from a broad standpoint, and
say that, while the Duudas field ninust have
a railway of some sort. if the House is in
favour of constructing a line from Coolgar-
die, by all means let it be done, and Ican
assure hon. members that the people of
the district will be satisfied with it. But.
they will never be sutisfied with bringing
their gonds from a harbour 450 miles
away. when they have a port a hundred
miles distant.

Tue PrEMIEr: It is more than 100
miles distant.

Mr. CONOLLY : Not by direct survey.
It was surveyed at 120 miles; but that
was not a direct survey.

Mr. A. ForresT: What about Men-
zies, which also wants a railway ?

Mr. CONOLLY : I bhave abstained, as
far as I can, fromm drawing invidious
comparisons between the Dundas and
other young goldfields, for T do uot think
it fair to do so. With reference to Law-
ler’s, I have no doubt that field will open
up, and that, with a milway, it would
become a very permanent and valuable
district to this colony; but I awm: quite
prepared to let the Dundas field fight
its own battle on the merits, and I think
it quite capable of doing so. Though
I should not oppose the construction of a
line from Coolgardie, still this, in my
opinion, would be doing a great injury to
the people of Egperance, whose town has
been called into existence by the pre-
sence of the Dundas field, and who have
spent time, money, and labour in build-
ing up the trade of the port. 1 cannot
see that it would he to our advantage
to ignore these people, who have come
with their wives and families from the
eastern colonies and made their homes
in this country, and to bring them to
absolute ruination, for that i1s what it
would mean. It would mean the divert-
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ing of the tmde from its natural course,
and giving it to another district; and it
would mesan that the supplies of the
Dundas field— which, like those of other
mining districts, come from the castern
colonies—would have to be carried past
Esperance, which is within a hundred
miles of the Dundas, landed at Fremantle,
brought through Perth to Coolgardie,
and down to Dundas, instead of beiny
landed at Esperance and sent right up
to their destination, only a hundred
miles away. 1 would remind hon.
members that such a suggestion for the
diversion of trade stands unparalleled
in the history of the globe. I do not
think there is a country in the world—
there certainly is not a colony in Aus-
tralia—with a port such us Esperance,
within a hundred miles of a leading
centre of industry, which would compel
that centre to carry its goods a distance
of 1,100 milles instead of 100.

Tae CoMMISSIONER OF
How do you make that out?

Mr. CONOLLY : I make it out in this
way : it would be 600 miles further by sea.

The ComassioNEr ofF RalLwavs:
Goods cost no more to take them to either

ort.

Mr. CONOLLY: But I would point
out that, in these commercial days, time
is money ; and does the hon. gentleman
mean that it is nothing to a person
coming to this colony as to whether he
travels 600 wmiles further or whether he
can reduce the journey by G600 miles?
But, taking the railway journey only, here
is a journey of 450 miles as against 100
miles ; and is not that difference a
sufficient reason for preferring the shorter
journey ¥ The Mimster of Railways may
swy he will give these people differential
railway rates.

Tug Commissionsr orF Ramwwavs:
There ure differentinl rates existing
already on the railways.

Mr. CONOLLY: But even those
differential rates will have to be still
further differentiated, if you are to com-
pensate people for all that difference in
distance; und, according to the present
rates, a direct railway would be able to
carry cheaper to the Dundas goldfield
than the railway can carry to Coolgardie
now, and a great deal cheaper. I do not
think it will be unecessary for me to
enlarge further on the difference of the

RatrLways:
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distance. Every hon. member, and in-
deed every man who thinks, must see the
absolute anomuly which would be created
by such a state of things. It simply
remains for me to prove that the Dundas
goldfield musi get a railway, if this
field is to be developed on o large scale;
and if those persons who have ex-
pended years of labowr and a deal
of tmoney in the development of that
country are ever to be rewarded, and
if those great goldfields are ever to be
opened for the benefit of this colony,
this must be done by the construction of a
ruilway ; becausea reefing field can never be
equipped with the necessary machinery,
if the transit of that machinery is to Le
Such w thing has never
been done, and this goldfield is not
going to be the exception to the rule. I
think I can with safety leave it to the
good judgment of this House as to which
section of the railway should be built,
whether from Esperance or from Cool-
gardie, to the Dundas goldfield. There
hag been another contention, that by the
construction of a line connecting the
Dundas field with Esperance, the port of
Esperance would he made a port for the
Eastern colonies trading with our gold-
fields—in other words, that the Rastern
colonies would get the benefit of ouar
goldfields trade. In support of that con-
tention, the case of Broken Hill and Port
Adelaide have been quoted; but I would
point out to hon. members that the posi-
tions are in no degree analogous. In
the first place, the distance from Port
Adelaide to Broken Hill was, in round
numbers, about 300 miles as compared
with 600 miles from Sydney. That
is a case in which the distance was
about double; but in the case I bhave
placed before this House, the difference is
more than four-fold. There is a bigger
question; for when New South Wales
sanctioned the construction of a railway
from Broken Hill to South Australia, the
Parliament of New South Wales practic-
ally handed over the trade of that great
silverfield to the port of another colony.
The people of Broken Hill, by having
their trading connection transferred to
another colony, were thus paying rates,
taxes, revenpue and customs which would
go to swell the revenue of South Australia;

" and that is an important difference which

lies hotween the two cases.
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Tue PrREMIER: You said “ customs;”
but they were all goods going into bond.

Mg. CONOLLY: Certainly, we may
concede that, which is a big item; but
undoubtedly the trade of Broken Hill went
to swell the revenue of South Australia in-
directly, and went to build up that colony
instead of benefiting New South Wales.
But even in the face of that, the New South
Wales Parliament ratified the construe-
tion of that rallway. Comparing that
with the present case, we have here both
the goldfield and the port within the same
colony; and the people who are living
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there are paying rates, taxes, and con-

tributing to the revenue of the colony,
and also to the development of its
resources. They are people who have
come from the eastern colonies and
settled on the Dundas goldfield, or at
Esperance, making their homes here.
Furthermore, what is the ratio of trade
hetween this colony and other parts of
Australia, as compared with the trade of
this colony with England and other parts
of the world? Our statistics will prove
that the trade done between this colony
and other parts of Australia is almost
double the trade which this colony
carries on with Great Britain and all the
rest of the world.  Another argument
used in this connection relates to the con-
struction of a railway connecting the
Broken Hill line with Port Pirie, as
against the interests of Adelaide asa port.
The Port Pirie line made the distance by
water 70 miles shorter to Broken Hill,
and it was contended in South Australia
af the time that if that line were con-
structed it would greatly injure Adelaide;
but, notwithstanding that argument, the
good sense of the South Australian Parlia-
ment ratified the construction of a railway
to Port Pirie, as being in the best interests
of the trade and industry of South Aus-
tralia, and the result has heen that
Adelaide is progressing, and its trade is
absolutely untouched as a conseguence
of connecting Broken Hill with Port
. Pirie. T hope hon. members will give
this question fair and impartial con-
sideration; and I feel confident the
people of the Dundas district will hail
with great joy any assurance from the
Premier as to speedy assistance heing
given in this matter. T would impress
on hon. members the absolute necessity
for the construction of this line
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because, until it is constructed, that
goldfield can never be developed, and the
hopes and the welfare of those people
will be seriously injured. T appeal again
to hon. members to give this matter fair
and reasonable consideration; and if T
have appeared a little warm in bringing
it forward, T should like them to realise
that I know this district, and am con-
vinced that until some active siep is taken
with reference to this question, so long as
that goldfield is left without cheap transit,
go long will the people there be starved
off it, and so long will this colony be pre-
vented from receiving the henefit which
that goldfield would confer on the rest of
the colony by its adequate development.
In appealing to hon. members to give
this matter fair consideration, I am not
suying it iu any spirit of exaggeration,
but on this matter depends the welfare
and happiness of every home in the
Dundas district, and at Hsperance also.
Unless that raillway is built and some-
thing is done to assist that district, so
long these people canuot prosper, and
that goldfield cannot be opened up.

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : 1 am sure, if anything would
influence hon. members to agree to this
meotion, it would be the earnest and
temperate manner in which it is brought
forward by the member for Dundas.
We all sympathise with the hon. member
m his exertions on hehalf of the district
he represents ; and we all feel he is only
doing his duty, and that if we were simi-
larly circumstanced, we would feel it our
duty to advocate, probably as strongly
although not perhaps so eloquently, the
claims of our district to the consideration
of hon. members. Tt goes without say-
ing that every place in the colony
requires increased and better means of
transit, if it is possible to be obtained.
There is not an agricultural centre in the
colony, and certainly there is not a gold-
field centre, that does not desire a rail-
way, if it have not one already; but
whether that railway when made would
pay is a question that does not always

enter into the consideration of those
persons who are anxious to obtain
it. We know from our everyday

experience, and members of the Govern-
ment know particularly from the petitions
we recelve from persons askmg for
hundreds of thousands of pounds to
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be expended, how many are the claims;
and we know that these claims are made
without any word whatever from these
persons to show whether the railway they
advocate will pay or not when constructed,
or whether 1t 15 justifiable. The lon.
member, in his very eloquent address, has
not touched on that aspect. of the question.
He has not said a word as to how much
this railway will cost, or what is likely to
be the revenne obtainable from it. He
has not told us in any way whether it will
pay if it be constructed. I am disap-
pointed somewlat in that part of the
hon. member’s speech, for he has had
opportunity of formning an opinon, and
has a knowledge of his district, so that he

should be iz a position to lay hefore us.

an estimate of the amount of traffic
at the present time, and the probable
amount which may be depended upon
if a railway were constructed. Although
I am not going to say the traffic at
present is to be the standard or the
busis of the traffic of the future; still if
there is a present traffic, and we kunow
there is, it will be as well to place figures
before us so that we may have an oppor-
tunity of seeing what the traflic has been
during the last two or three years, and
what it is likely to be in the immediate
future. The hon. member might have
told us what the whole output of gold
has been up to the present time frown that
goldfield, and what it is likely to be so
far as he is able to judge. All these
things have been altogether omitted from
his remarks. He has told us it 1s the
life of that community to have good
means of transit; but we all kuow it is
desirable to have a railway to carry our
goods, whether we live in one part of the
colony or another. This propoesed railway
to Esperance Bay is no new matter. 1
do not think the case has ever been placed
before this House so eloguently or in
terms which would command approbation
and support to the same extent ; but it bas
heen before the country and this House
previously. Tondeed T remember that
even before Norseman had exported one
ounce of gold, the claims of a railway
from Esperance to our eastern preldfields
were urged by some people then living at
Coolgardie. When we were building our
first railway to the eastern goldfields, be-
fore it had reached Coolgardie, and when
we were using all our endeavours and
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practically mortgaging evervthing we had
in the colony to build that railway and
push it on quickly, T remember that by
the time it had reached Woolgangie, I
was visiting Coolgardie in 1894, and ut a
public meeting held in Coolgardie a re-
solution was carried, urging with strong
feeling, and not of too good a kind, that
the Government should build a railway to
Esperance Bay right away; and some
people then on the Coolomdle goldfields
were not content to havea !"'l.ll“"l._‘, connecet-
ing then: with the coast at Fremantle,
notwithstanding all its advantages and
settled surroundings—they were not con-
tent with what we were then doing with
so much exertion, but they wished to
have - railway to Esperance Bay—to a
place then unknown, and almost unsettled,
because it was said a line from Esper-
ance to Coolgardie would be 100 miles
shorter than the railway we were then
making to connect them with the coast
at Fremantle. T pointed out te the
people at Coclgardie that T did not like
the spirit in which we were being treated,
thut it seemed to me they were not treat-
ing us well when we were trying to open
up that country at great trouble and
some risk. Thus it happened that before
we had got the raillway as far as Cool-
gm‘die, and when we were l)ushing it on
as fast as possible, there was this agitation
to build a railway for connecting Cool-
gardie with Esperance Ray, the only
reason for it being that the line would be
rather shorter. I said then that when
people travelled by railway between Perth
and Albany, leaving Perth in the after-
noon aud ar wmg at Albany pext morn-
ing, hardly one in a hundred of those
travellers were aware that their journey
by rail was 100 miles longer then it
would be if a straight line could be taken.
The old coach road between Perth and
Albany was about 252 miles leng, and
the rallway route was 353 miles, so that
there were 100 miles further to travel by
railway between the two points; and yethow
few people who do travel over that railway
are conscious of the difference! Some
people at Coolgardie were then using that
argument about the distance as if it
would be seriously felt, and were trying
to make us believe that Esperance was
the proper outlet for the Coolgardie gold-
fields, and that they did not want to
have anything to do with the old,
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fogsilised port of the celony on the Perth
and Fremantle side. I hope those ideas
have passed away, or are passing away,
and we certainly scarcely hear an echo of
them now; but I mention this matter to
show that this question of a railway to
Egperance Bay has Dbeen before the
country some years, and we know it has
also been before this House on cne
occasion. We are not asked in this
motion to deal with the milway question
at present, but only to deal with the
question of giving facilities of transit
t0 the Norseman goldfield. The hon.
member has touched on one point upen
which I do not intend to say much. Imn
speaking of Esperance possibly becoming
the port of the Coolgardie goldfields, 1
may say it is no use for us to blind
ourselves to the fact that there are
political considerations surrounding this
matter, and that there are people in this
colony who do take into consideration the
question as to whether Esperance Bay is
to be the port of the eastern goldfields, or
whether Fremantle is to be the port for
those fields. It is no use trying to blink
this question. The people in this part of
the colony desire that Fremantle, on which
we have expended so much money and
are still expending money, shall be the
chief port of the colony. The hon. mem-
ber for Dundas did not go so far as to ad-
vocate that Esperance should be the chief
port. Had he done so, I do notthink he
would have had much chance of success.
The hon. member has been more moderate
and reasonable, and all that he has asked
forare better means of transit to the Norse-
man goldfield from the port of Esperance.
I do not admit for a minute that his con.-
tentions are altogether accurate in regard
tothe Norseman languishing because of 100
miles of cartage. There are many places
in the colony which have not turned out
a few thousand ounces but £1,000,000
worth of gold, and which have hundreds
of miles of carting to do. Before
Coolgardie had the railway i turned
out £1,000,000 worth of gold. [M=z.
Coworry: Alluvial?] I do not know
that it was alluvial. Then the Mur-
chison, before it had a railway, turned
out £1,000,000 worth of gold, although
it had 250 miles of cartage to contend
with. When the railway to the Mur-
chison was opened, placards were stuck
about, the streets to the effect that the
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district had exported £1,000,000 worth
of pold—a proud boast for the district,
and for everyone who took part in the
function of that day. It does not follow
that because a goldfield has 100 miles of
cartage to do, its progress is going to
be absolutely retarded.

M=r. A. ForREsT:
zles ¥

Tre PREMIER: Yes; what about
Menzies? The people of Menzies had
100 miles of carting to do from Cool-
gardie, and turned out a great deal more
gold than the Norseman field has done.
I have not the figures before me, but I
should say that from Menzies ahout
£300,000 worth of gold was turned out.
Then take Lawlers, which has to con-
tend with 300 miles of carting. Then
there is the Peak Hill field, which is, I
expect, 150 or 200 miles from Cue.

Me. Kenrvy: 1t is 180 miles.

Tae PREMIER: That distance has
not prevented an English company from
investing capital in the development of
the field. The people at Peak Hill have
not even got a telegraph line vet, but I
Lhope they soon will. Then we have the
Pilbarra goldfield, which, according to
last returns up to the end of June, has
turned out nearly £500,000 worth of
gold. The Kimberley goldfield has turned
out a good deal more gold than the
Norseman-—about £90,000 worth up to
the end of June last. From Yilgarn
about £750,000 worth of gold has heen
exported, although we know that some of
that gold eame from Coolgardie. The hon.
member has said that Yilgarn in itsinfancy
was exploited by a railway ; but if a railway
was given to that field it was perfectly jus-
tified. I have told the hon. member for
Dundas that his motion is mopportune
at the present time, and that T canunot sup-
portit. I give lum credit for the action
he has taken, and will say that, if I were
in his place, I would do the same as he
has done. But, looking at all the cir-
cumstances of the case, a rallway from
Esperance to Norseman is not justified
at the present time. In any case, as the
hon. member knows, there are no funds
available for the work. I have never
expressed myself as opposed to giving
better 1neans of transit to this goldfield :
in fact I have told the hon. member that
at the very first opportunity I intend to
visit both Esperance and Norsewnan, with

What about Men-
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a view of gaining information for myself,
in order that T may be able to lay the
facts before the House. Up to October
31st—that is for 10 months of this year—
the total amonnt of gold exported from
the Dundas goldfield from the beginning
was only £66,823 worth. TUp to the
same date Pilbarra had exported
£459,195 worth, and Pilbarra has no
ra,)lwsw Kimberley, which has no railway,
has in the same period exported £90, 536
worth of gold. Yilgarn in the year 1896
—not counting this year, for which the
figures are not to hand—produced more
gold than the total produced by the
Dundas field altogether. The amount of
gold produced by the Yilgarn field, in-
cluding Southern Cross, was £75,041

[15 DecempEr, 1897.]

worth. This was the field which was ;

spoken of by the hon. member almost
with derision. The hon. member, who
has certainly not made out his case, spoke
about domg “justice” to the Norseman
goldfield. Well, * jusfice ” is a very nice
word, but how can the Government
undertake to build a railway for people
who produce only £66,000 worth of gold,
while they are not prepared to do the
same for people who produce £459,000
worth of gold, and others who produce
£90,000 worth? The hon. member has
the advantage of advocating the claims
of a portion of the colony where the
climate is temperate. People more wil-
lingly go there, either to work mines
or to reside: they would rather go to
Norseman or to Esperance than to the
tropical districts in the North. If a
proposal for a railway had been made by
the hon. member for Pilbarra, bhe cer-
tainly would have been able to make out
a better case—on the merits of the gold
production, at any rate—than has the
hon. member for Dundas. The latter
member said that the part of the colony
whose claims he is now advocating has
been neglected. I do not think that is
go. I will not for a moment say that the
Government always contribute as much
as they receive from every district. We
know that is not possible.
produce more and others produce less,
and some districts have a-larger expen-
diture in proportion to what they con-
tribute to the revenue than have other
disiricts. But, as T said the other night,
I believe that about £100,000 has been
spentat Norseman and at Esperance Bay,

Some districts
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Mzr. Conotry: You cannot put that
on paper.

Tieg PREMIER: I can. I have the
ficures before me, and I am inside the
mark when I say that £100,000 has been
cxpended on works at Norseman and
Esperance Bay during the last three
or four years. I told the houn. gentle-
man himself, and also u deputation from
Espernnce Bay, that if he persisted in his
motion, there was no other course open
to me but to oppose it. At the same
time I told him I had promised to visit
that part of the country to see the
developments going on; and of course it
goes without any words from me that, if
it_were possible to give greater facilities
of transit in order to encouwrage pro-
duction and an expenditure of capital
there, it would be a very pleasant duty to
go as far as possible in the direction he
desires. But the hon. member did nol
take my advice to withdraw his motion.
I do not say that I gave him that advice
very strongly, but, at the same time, I do
not think for a moment he will be able
to carry the motion ; and, even if he does
carry ii, there is no money available for
the work., However, as I take it, the
hon, member only desires an expression
of opinion in favour of the work.

Mer. Sixpson: Leave it to private
enterprise.

Tue PREMIER: That is not the
motion of the hon. member. T appreciate
the way in which the hon. member for
Dundas has dealt with the subject. He
has done his duty to his constituents and
put the matter before the House in a
reasonable way. At the same time he
has not made out a case why the Norse-
man goldfield—which 1s in its infancy,
and is not isolated as other places are—
should have this railway communica-
tion. Norseman is only 100 miles from
Coolgardie and 120 from Esperaunce. It
is in a temperate part of the country and
has a fairly good water supply; at any
rate, the water supply is better than that
on the fields to northward. T cannot see
myself that Norseman labours under such
great disadvantages as the hon. member
desires to make out. Bo far as Esperance
Bay is concerned, unless the people there
fear the competition of Coolgardie, I do
not think the hon. member is giving good
reasons for his present attitude. Esper-
ance Bay is favoured by the difference of
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600 miles of sen and 300 miles of wmilway
as compared with Coolgardie, and surely
ought to be able to hold its own against
the northern mining town.” Esperance
Bay may be left out of the question,
unless it fears the competition of Coal-
gardie. I do not suppose that Esperance
Bay would be any more flourishing if it
had railway communication with the
Norseman field. At present it lives on the
team traflic to that goldfield, and gets it

all. Traffic by teams is certainly no more |

disadvantageous than traflic by railway
to any community. Towns as arule do not
benefit by such railway communication,
and of that plenty of instances can be
gathered in the colony. It would be no
great advantage to the people at Esper-
ance to have goods landed on the jetty
and immediately carried off to Coolgardie
by train. ¥rom the Norseman point of
wiew, I can understand thatcheaper means
of transit would do a great deal of good;
but Norseman is mnot singular in this
respect, and indeed has not been so
badly treated as some other places. The
Norseman has been a sort of favouredchild
of the Govermment—can I say a spoilt
child? At any rate the Government have
been somewhat lavish, knowing there was
a new community there trying to settle
that part of the country. On all ocea-
sions the Government have gone out of
their way to try and assist those people
to a far larger degree than the people in
any other place in the colony. 1 do not
Lelieve there is any town on the gold-
fields that hus been so liberally treated ws
Isperance Bay, and I am certain there is
no goldfield in Western Australia produc-
ing so little gold that has had so much
public money expended on it as the Norse-
man. These are facts which there is no
gainsaying. Pilbarra, which has produced
£500,000 worth of gold, has not had
£100,000 expended on it. A few thousand
pounds is all that Pilbarea has had, and
the hon. member for that district might
fairly ask, “Why is this?”" They have
not been so urgent in their demands;
they have been more reasonable, and more
easily satisfied. Still, for all that, they
have been doing a great work there; they
have turned out gold to the value of
half-a-million sterling; and I omdy hope
that, if the Government have not done
what we owght to have done for them

[ASSEMBLY.)

in the past, we will be able to re- |
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trieve that in the future. I believe in
helpimg those who have done good work
for the colony ; and I say that the people
of Esperance Bay, except in regard to
this one matter of a railway, which they
have set their hearts on, have been more
liberally treated, in comparison with the
gold they have exported, than the people
1 any other part of the colony. I hope
the hon. member will not think I have
said anything that he does not like. It
is not pleasant to say anything against
an hon. member who, I know, is most
generously inchned, and whom I would
much rather please than displease. I
know he has a difficult position to fill
in this House. At the same time, when
a member desires tu open the money-bags
of the Government, we have to say
what we think ; and whether what I lhuve
said be takenas friendly to the Norseman
and Dundas goldfields or not, I cannot
help it. T have to do my duty, and I do
it to the best of my ability. After I have
visited those fields, and when we meet
again in six months’ time, I have no
doubt I shall be in a better position to
speak definitely on the subject; but I
think the hon. member would have acted
wisely if, after he had made his speech,
he had withdrawn his motion. I hope
he will do it now. Six months hence we
will be able to speak more confidently on
the subject, but at the present time I can
only judge from the facts Lefore me and
from the public records; and, judging of
this motion by those facts and thuse
records, I regret to state that, if the hon.
membher goes to a division, [ shall not he
able to support the motion.

Me. CONOLLY (in reply): Referring
to certain statements of the Premier, I
would like to say that he has certainly
shown by his figures that other tields have
given excellent gold returns; but he has
not told the House that more than two-
thirds of those returns consisted of alluvial
rold. He did not tell the House that
every oumee turned out by the Norseman
field hias been the result of reefing; for the
people there, however willing they may be
to work, cannot put alluvial gold into the
ground. In regard to the statement that
there is no money available for this work,
I have no hesitation in saying-—and
nobody knows it better than the Premijer
—that if the Government will only
sunction the coustruetion of this line,
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there will he plenty of people willing to
Luild it.  We do not ask the Government
to spend money on it, but merely to allow
others to do what they will not do thena-
selves.
Government will not have the respon-
sibility on their shoulders. TLet those
who are willing to build it take the
responsibility. [t has been stated on
various occasions, from the Government
benches, that the Ministry are not favour-
ably disposed towards private enterprise.
The Premier knows there are people who,
at the present moment, would willingly
build that line, wnd build it without any
objectionable conditions such as land.
grants and other concessions.

Tre Premier: I do not believe it.

Mgr. CONOLLY : Give them a chance,
BIT.

The Premier: There has never been
a fair offer yet.

Mgr. CONOLLY : You have had offers
verbally and in writing; and all you
have said is, “I do not believe in
them.”

Tue Presier: They were from men
of straw.

Mr. CONOLLY: If private people
can make such agreements with others as
will guard their interests, surely the
Government, who have the best legal
advice procurable in the comntry, can
make arrangements of the same kind.
The Premier has stated that T did not
give the gold returns of the Norseman. It
appears 10 me that ¥ gave the gold returns
very fully. I pointed out that, for this
year, the gold already there amounts to
20,0000z.; and that quantity, together
with the returns for former years, gives a
total of 25,0000z. This 25,0000z. is
absolutely reef gold; for, during the
vears that other young fields have
been turning out alluvial, the Norseman
has had to be content with reefing. It
was on alluvial gold that Coolgardie de-
pended during the first two or three
vears; and the same may be said of
Kalgoorlie and Kurnalpi. But because
the Norseman field could not bring up its
returns to the same level for the first few
vears, people said it was no good. The
difference, however, between reef and
alluvial gold is that the first is a per-
manent source of supply, while the other
is not. The Premier knows that the
alluvial digging al Kalgoorlie dees not
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maintain 200 people at the present time;
and that the gold vields of that town and

" of Coolgardie are obtained from their

If the line does not pay, then the .

reefs. The alluvial gold which has
swelled the returns quoted by the Premier
a few minutes ago has been worked out.
The member for Pilbarra (Mr. Kings-
mill} will bear me out when I say that
even his field hased its immense returns
on alluvial gold, and when that was
worked out——

Mr. KriwesmiLL: They are getting it
still.

Me. CONOLLY: I am glad to bhear
it. Everybody knows the nature of
alluvial gold in this country. The per-
manence of the mining industry in
Western Australia depends on the reefs;
and I do not think the Premier, in quot-
ing these figures and omitting that fact,
has done to the Norseman that justice he
might have done to it. Although I am
well aware that the people whom I re-
present expect and desire te see a division
on this question, L think that, before this
15 settled, 1t would le advisable that the
Premier should see the district, and de-
cide for himself what he is prepared to do
in this matter. All things considered, I
think it would be best, in the nterests of
those whom I represent, and in the in-
terest of the field, to withdraw this
motion.

Mz MORGANS (Coolgardie): Ithink
my friend the member for Dundas (Mr.
Conolly) has taken a wise course in with-
drawing this motion. Tt is very evident
that the motion which he hkas so ably
brought before us has not the sympathy
of the House, and I cannot see the object
of going to a division in view of whac I
see around me ut the present moment.
But I should like to say, in regard to the
remarks of the Premier, that this 1s a
question which has always occupied a very
prominent position in the minds of the
inhabitants of the Coclgardie district.
Their strongest argument in favour of the
Esperance Bay rallway is the fuct that it
would bring them, so to speak, a hundred
miles nearer to the coast. During the elec-
tion campaign which I had the honour of
fighting in Coolgardie, one of the questions
which was always asked at meetings was:
Are you in favour of the construction of
the Esperance railway? And whatever
views we may hold upon the subject in
this House, there is no doubt whatever
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that the question is a popular one upon
those goldfields.

M=r. A. Forgesr: That depends on
where it starts from, 1 suppose.

Mr. MORGANS: I am quite prepaved
to admit, that, Butas far as I can under-
stand it, the point is this: Is the time
ripe for the construction of a railway
from Tsperance to Norseman? That
is really the practical question. The
Premier, in lis very able reply, which
certainly was a telling reply, although
there were some weak points in the argu-
ments he used, admitted that it was not
altogether an economic question, but that
political considerations were mixed up
with it. I am glad he was frank enough
to admit that; for such is undoubtedly the
case. Thereare certain vested interests in
Fremantle, Perth, and other places, which
T think it is the duty of every member of
this House to take into consideration
before coming to a decision on a question
of this kind. I think the iime is not far
distant, however, when the Government
will construct this railway. I do not say
it will be done in the next year or two,
but within a reasonable time. I think
the town of Fremantle has nothing to
fear from the competition of a second
port, and that, when the traffic with the
goldfields increases to such an extent ns
to justify the building of a second line of
railway, the Government will be forced
to construct it by the pressure of public
opinion, not only on the fields Dbut
on the ccast. T wonuld not for one
moment advoeate the construction of
this railway if it would interfere with
the capital invested by the Govern-
ment and by private individuals in the
port of Fremantle; but I believe that, if
it were built, say, three or four years
hence, it would have no bad effect what-
ever on the trade of that port. From
what we see of the increase of traffic at
the present time, it will soon be necessary
to duplicate the line of railway from
Fremantle to- the fields; but when that
happy period arrives, it will be a much
better policy for the Government to con-
struct the ling from Esperance to the
goldfields than to double the present line,
which would then be relieved of much of
that pressure, the evil consequences of
which have for the present been removed
by the very able mavagement of t.he Com-
missioner of Railways.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. GREGORY (North Cooclgardie):
Assuining that the motion is to be with-
drawn, I will say a few words on the
question of rallway communication be-
tween the goldfields and the coast. The
Premier has told us one objection is that
there is no money available for this rail-
way. I do not know that the passing of
this motion would cause inconvenience in
that respect, because a long time must
necessarily elapse before the railway sur-
veys could be completed, and at least twelve
months would pass before any money
could be required for the construction of
this line. It has also been said that the
mover has not proved that the Dundas
district has shown sufficient development
to warrant such an outluy of money at
the present time. On that point I
may say that, during my recent visit to
that side of the colony, I was surprised at
the immense amount of auriferous coun-
try there is in the Dundas goldfield, and
the progress made with the limited means
at command appeared to me to he truly
wonderful. One goed sign in favour of
this railway is that the operations on
those goldfields are rapidly increasing,
and during the last four or five months
the gold output has increased very
much.

Mr. A. ForresT: And in other parts
of the coleny too.

Mr. GREGORY: Yes, no doubt;
but this is going to be a very large
field.

Me.
Lawlers.

Mr. GREGORY : The ores at Norse-
man are generally of a low-grade char-
acter, and a large tonnage is needed to
produce a consideruble output of gold.
The nwmber of people working in the
district, when I was there some six
months ago, appeared to be qute a
thousand in and arownd Norseman ;
and the expenditure they lave to
inecur in getting not only machinery,
but ordinary supplies to the mines and
the townships, is excessively costly, and
must keep those districts back. Tdo not
like comparing any of these fields, for I
consider that T am able to make outa biyg
claim on behalf of the district north of
Menvzies, where there are many large fields
growing up; but as to the Norseman
field, it has been said that less enterprise
is shown there than in some other lields.

A. Forregr: No larger than
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That, 1 think, is accounied for by the
want of railway facilities; and if a rail- -

way is to be constructed on that side, it

should certainly start from Esperance

Bay, where there is a splendid port, and
1t would be useless to argue otherwise, for
I consider it is one of the finest ports in
Western Australin, and that Esperance
anks next to Albany as a port. It is
true the Government have expended a
lot of money in that part of the coun-
try, and some of the expenditure is of
a kind I have not seen elsewhere; but
I fancy this expenditure has been made
with the object of giving to the people
on that side everything they desire ex-
cept a railway. As to the fear of
competition, if Bsperance becomes a great
port, I can quite sympathise with the
people Living in Perth and the older
settled districts on this side of the colony,
because they naturally consider that a
1ilway starting from Esperance Bay
would not stop at Norseman, but would
be carried on to Coolgardie or Kalgoorlie,
and would thus do =a great deal of
injury to Perth and Fremantle in the way
of trade with the goldfields. I do uot
think, however, that any great loss would
acerue if that railway were constructed ;
for it is not to be expected that the line
would e continued to Coolgardie or Kal-
goorlie for some vears to come, and we
are getting such a splendid port now at
Fremantle that we showld be able to land
goods from England and other parts of
the world so cheaply as to secure all that
trade to Fremantle, instead of importing
so much by way of other Australian
ports. Overa million pounds worth of
English goods were landed at Fremantle
from the eastern colonies last vear, but
that cannot continue to be the course
of trade now that Fremantle is becoming

so good a harbour, and Fremantle will be -

able to attract the whole of that English
and Continental trade which has hitherto
been done through one or other of the
Australian colonies.

Question put, and decided on the
voices against the motion. A division
being demanded, it was taken with the
following result:—
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Aves...
Noes...

Majority against... e 8B
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Mr. Gregory Me. Rort
Mr. Ilingworth Mr, Ewing
Ar. Kingsnill " 8ir John Forrest
Mr. Leake Mr. A. Furrest
Mr. Morguns Mr. Gevrge
Mr. Rason Dir. Hall
Mr, Simpson Mr. Holmes
My, Wallaee Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Wilson Bir, Locke
Alr. Conolly (Teller}. Mr. Peunefather
Mr. Phillips
Mr, I'iesso
Mr. Solomon
Mr. Thresse ]
Mr. Weood
Mr. Hubble (1'alicr).

Motion thus negatived.

At 630 pan. the Seeaker left the
Chair.

At 7-30 p.m. the SrEskER reswmed the
Chair.

MOTION—WATER BORING AND CON.
SERVATION IN BEASTERN AGHICUL-
TURAL DISTRICTS.

M. QUINLAN (Toodyay), in accord-
ance with notice, moved :—

That in the opinicn of this House artesian
boring and conservation of nater are essential
to scottlement of the land, and that (he
Governmont, should commuence operstions in
the Lastern apricultural districts as soon as
possible.

He said : In riging to move this motion, T

feel confident it will be the unanimous

feeling of hon. members that the Govern-
ment should include in their finunciu
policy such measures as are indicated in
this motion. Qur country, unfortunately,
ig not Dblessed by nature the sune us
other portions of Austrulia are, iu respect
to rivers and other means of obtaining a
plentiful water supply for agricultural and
other purposes; and my reason for wording
the motion, so that such action shall be
commenced in the eastern agricultural
districts, 15 for the purpose of assisting
those purts of the country where settle-
ment is taking place to some exient, and
where supplies of water would be of the
greatest valne to new settlements. IFur-
ther, I may say that my object in asking
that this work shall vcommence there is,
not that it shall stop there when com-
menced, but that these operations shall

. begin there and extend all over theeolony,

g0 fur as the Government have the means
and the plant available for such purposes.
With regard to artesian boring, I do not
venture an opinion, but leave that to the
scientific men  whom the Government
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will doubtless employ for the purpose.
Suffice it to say that any member of
this House—and I presume all have
more or less travelled over portions of
this colony —will at once admit there are
considerable areas in the interior of the
colony, and especially on some of the
lands which are now being disposed of
by the Government, which may be turned
to profitable account by some method of
water supply. We haveseen in the other
colonies the advantages of irrigation, and
it does seem to me a great pity, to use
the wildest terin, that the water which
falls throughout various portions of the
colony, and especially the uncertain rain-
fall in the Bastern agricultural districts,
should be left to flow away to the sea as
if of no practical valwe. T know this
subject is not a new one tothe Govern-
ment; but I am not aware that any for-
mal step has been taken in the direction
of this motien. Enowing the good sense
of the House, my object is to further em-
phasise, if necessary so to do, the opinion
which will be generally shared by members
that the Government should, at the
ewrliest opportamity, and as soon as meuns
are available, direct their attention to
boring for and conservation of water in
the agricultural portions of the country.
The want of sufficient water is the great
drawback to settlement. I admit that
rallways do afford facilities for settle-
ment, and are doubtless very valuable in
helping it forward; but, without water,
it 1s impossible to maintain a permanent
population on the soil ; and, although in
many instinces the existence of an artesian
supply of water has been abundantly
proved, especially in and around Perth, a
great deal more might be dene in that
direction to supply the needs of agricul-
tural districts, especially for the promo-
tion and increase of settlement. 1 ask
hon. members to be good enough to accept
the terms of the motion; and if any hon.
meniber desires that some concession be
gronted in a particular part of the
country, I hope he will avail himself of
the oppmtumtj which this motion pro-
vides for placing his ideas before the
House, with a view to providing water
supplies not only for agricultural but for
pastoral purposes, in various districts of
the colony. T desire, therefore, to com-
mend to hon. members the favourable
copsideradion of {this motion.

[ASSEMBLY. |

Agricultural Districts.

Tur COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS {(Hon. @& Throssell): The
member for Toodyay will he glad to
learn that the object of the motion has
been anticipated. The conservation of
water, to the extent of providing a main
supply on new agricultural areas until
the settlements are in a position to make
provision for themselves, has been the
recoguised policy of the department for
some time. Instructions are given to
surveyors to report upon all likely places
for wuater, and to recommend the re-
sumption of wells and water-holes. In
addition to this it is recognised as a
desirable policy in connection with land
seitlement to introduce a system for
tapping the sand-plains and agriculbural
areas for water. Itwas found desirable,
however, to utilise the services of a
geologist to report on the most likely
places, and an officer has been promised
for the work by the Mines Department.
However, owing to the representations of
settlers, a bore was sent up to the
Tammin agriculiural area by the Works
Department at my own request, and, by
a happy coincidence, I have to-day re-
ceived intelligence of the success attend.-
ing these operations, which is an agree-
able proof of the possibility of securing
fresh water on our driest areas. The
following is the message to hand from Mr,
Hodgson, the officer who has these works
n charge :—

Your Minister will doubtless he pleased to
hear that our foreman of borinyg operations
for Tamwmin Farms Water Supply reports
having struck a good supply of fresh water on
Packham's road; i.c. betseen DMr. Lowles's
and Doongin Peak. Wuter was first struck at
51 feet below surface; then an increased
supply ot 64 feet.  Water rose 23 feet in hore
hole. Depth at present about 80 feet;
material passed throwgh for last 30 odd feet
beingr very nice quality of chalk.

I may mention that, in concert with the
hon. the Director of Public Works, T
hope to initiate a scheme which will meet
the wishes of the country settlers. In
South Africa a system is in use by which
the Government supply boring apparatus
and an expert to work it at a nominal
charge per day, the farmer providing all
labour. 'The machine is constantly going
amongst the farmers requiring it.  Such
i phm here will, I am sure, work ad-
mirably, not onlv amongst the farmers,
but especally in connection with our
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homestead lease or grazing farm system. | Canning has been carried on out of aloan

A large number of areas are now being |

taken up in the eastern districts, con-
sisting chiefly of sand-plain, and it
15 in this kmd of country that the
system will be appreciated. I may
further mention that at Goomalling ex-
cavated tanks are Lo be put down in order
to provide u main supply for the area.
From what I have said, the hon. member
will see that the Lands Department has
already carried this motion into practice,
and that it has formed a part of the
policy singe T have had the honour of
holding office. The system I have re-
ferred to as existing in South Africa can
be introduced here without legislation,
and I hope very soon to be able to set
the plan going.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison) : The report read i1s exceedingly
interesting in regard to the action which
the Government have taken in this matter,
but I would like to know what has been
the cost. In these times we would like
to know if there is to be any termination
to the action of the Government in ex-
pending money without the authority of
Parliament. I am not going to take
exception to this particular expenditure,
but [ do take excepiion to this constant
taking up by the Government of mutters
which involve considerable cost and great
principles without consulting Parliament.
1 should like to know what has heen the

f

vote for the development of agricuiture.
That vote has not been drawn upon very
heavily. The proposed expenditure dur-
ing the year is anticipated to be about
£10,000 m conuection with boring for
water and the development of agricul-
ture, together with draining operations
which we intend to carry on. The cost
of boring at the Canping is very small
indeed, the whole amount being not more
than £120 up to the present. The bores
used there are hand-boring machines of a
similar type to those used at Guildford in
the first instance. The bores mentioned
by the Minister of Lands are hand
bores used purely for test purposes,

* and not for boring for artesian water.

T guite believe we will not obtain ar-
tesian water there, because we are
behind the ranges. The same objec-
tion that applies to Coolgardie possibly
applies to the country between Northam
and Coolgardie. The object of the boring
is for surface supplies at a depth of 200
or 300 feet. After the bore is proved,
it is proposed to sink wells in places.
This work has been going on for some
weeks, and in every instance salt water

- has been sirnck ; but fresh water has now

expenditure ineurred, and from what vote

the money has been supplied.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC :

WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) : Itis diffi-
cult to give lhe cost off-hand for these
works. If you refer to the report as to
the boring for artesian water in the
vicinity of Perth, it will be seen that the
cost approximately has been £1 per foot.
At Guildford a depth of a thousand
fect has been attained at a cost of
£1,100, which covers all expenses.
The contract for that boring is at a
fixed rate of 22s. 6d. per foot. There,
after 130 feet has been reached, the pipe
bas been reduced from 8 inches to 6
imches, and from 180 to 1,000 feet we
will continue with the 6-inch pipe; conse-
quently we are paying a little more in
this instance, but are getting better ser-
vice. This boring work has been carried
on in several places. Inregurd to the bor-
ing in agricultural areas, the work at the

been obtained at a depth of 40 feet, and

the bore is passing through chalk, which

is a further indication of fresh water.
Question put and passed.

MOTION—CREDIT FONCIER AND
AGRICULITULRE.

Mr. QUINLAN (Toodyay), in accord-
ance with notice, moved: —

That, in the opinion of this Honse, it is de-
sitable the Government should, during the
recess, consider the advisability of introducing
an amendment of the Agricnltural Bank Aect,
thereby extending its operations so as to cm-
brace the crédil foncicr system.

He said : In rising to submit this motion,
T do not desive to bind the Governmeut
definitely, but simply ask them to con-
sider the advisability of introducing an
amendment of the Agricultural Bank
Act, and thereby extending its operations
s0 as to embrace the crédif foncier system.
That term is often applied to our own
Agricultural Bank; but what I helieve

" to be the strict meaning of crddif foncior

is, that money should be lent on holdiugs
on what is known as the building-society
principle.  The Agricultural Bank at
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present is doing good work in ihis colony,
especially in the Northam district, where
apparently people have been somewhat
more enterprising, and have availed them-
gelves of its advantages more than in
other districts. The present Act only
applies to new improvements, or to some
extent to new settlement; and what T
desire is that the Government should,
during the recess, consider the advisability
of adopting a method somewhat on the
principle of that now established in Vie-
toria. We know that prohibitive charges
are made by banks and other financial
institutions for money advanced, more
particularly on these kinds of security.
Tt is hard at present to get an advance
almost on anything, but especially on
agriculbural properties. It might be
asked very properly by what means is it
proposed to raise the money? But I am
looking forward in a short time to a very
material alteration in the present state of
things; and there will be various means
of obtaiming money, possibly from the
Savings Bank and other directions such
as are now availed of in Vietoria. The
cridit  foucier system, as generally
understood, has been in existence for
upwards of 50 years in France, where it
has bLorne the test of time, and 1s, T
think, worthy of cousideration at our
hands.

Mgr. Simpson: What are the advantages
of the erédit foncier system over our
present system ?

Mr. QUINLAN: T propose that
money should be lent on improved
properties, or on properties which may he
somewhat burdened, and the owners of
which are desirous of extending or further
improving their holdings. The Agri-
cultural Bank only allows advances
for new improvements, and people
who have large holdings are unable to
obtain from financial institutions, for
various reasons, any advance at a reason-
able rate. T know of instances myself
where if holdiugs could, under such a
system, be split up in any way among the
families of settlers who have long been
established, great benefits would result.
At present those estates are tied vp, and
the owners are, so to speak, unable to
spread their wings for the benefit of those
who come after them. ‘There is no doubt
that this is one of the chief or primary
causes which deter settlement at the
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present, time. My proposal, if carried
out, would improve the public estate, and
now that railways are being built through-
out varjous portions of the colony, would,
by developing settlement, increase the
revenue. I may be pardoued if I quote
from the report of the Royal Commission
which sat mmn  Victorin 1n 1895. That
report states:-—

The almost unanimous testinwny of country
witnesses, supported by evidence in Melbourne,
disclosed the very distressed condition of the
producers who have been under the necessity
of seeking financial agsistance from banks.
The practice of loaning woneys, repayable on
demand, to farmers who, from the nature of
their occupation, require the loans for long
periods, has proved to be o sowrce of ceaseless
anxicty and trouble to those who have been
comipelled to borrow. 'This system has proved
to be unsatisfactory to hoth borrowers and
lenders, and frow it results it appears to be
thoroughly unsound. When farmers have
mortgaged their Iand to either institutions or
private lenders, the terms, although including
a fixed period extending from threc to five
years, werc of little advantage. This perviod
for farmers’ purposes is altogether too short;
and although, according to evidence, there is
less interest charged, yeb the commission and
valuation fees, together with legal charges and
the uncertainiy of rencwal at the cnd of the
term, constitute & burden which under present
conditions of production is too hard to he
borne. The result of these hard terms was
evidenced in the ntter lack of hope displayed
by many witnesses, when they dilated upon
their almost unendurable position,

The Act in Victoria gives the following
powers :—

{®.) 'To pay off Habilities already existing on
such land; (b.} To pay off any meney owing to
the Crown in respect of such land; or (c.) To
make improvements on, or to improve and
develop, or to utilise the agrienltural, horti-
cultural, viticultural, or pastoral resources of
such Jand, or to enable the borrower to carry
on agricultural, bhorticultural, viticultural, or
pastoral pursuits on such land.

Mz, SiMpsow : How long has that Act
heen in operation? TIs the Vigtorian
Parliament not passing a Bill this ses-
sion ?

Mr. QUINLAN: The Act I have
quoted from was passed in 1896, and is
now in operation. Thig is o matter of
very great importance. I submit the
motion in all sincerity, believing that the
results would not enly be for the benefit
of the agricultural community, but of
immense advantage to the colony gene-
rally. [ ask the favourable consideration
of members for this motion.
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Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell) : The object
which the hon. member for Toodvay (Mr.
Quinlan) has in view is a thoroughly good
oue; bhut T very much doubt the wis-
dom of the new legislation suggested.
It is quite true that under the present
Act money is only advanced on improve-
ments that are actunlly in existence.
That, to wme, appears a special recom-
mendation of the Act, the object of which
is to prevent farmers being ruined. The

Act provides that for every £100 ad- -

vanced to farmers, improvements to the
value of £160 are made. 1t will not be
advisable to have fresh legislation before
the present Act has been fully tried. So
far as we have gone, the Agricultural Bank
has more than fulfilled the anticipations
formed of it. I venture to say that im a
year or two, owing to the present Act,
the country will not only have suflicient
produce for its own requirements, but
will be ready to export. The Act is now
well known, though there has been
a great denl of uphill work in its ad-
minigtration. One departure I should
like to make myself in connection with
the present Act would be in the direction
of the dealing with lurge estates by the
owners themselves. While it is unreason-
able to suppose that the owner of a 5,000
acre block would swrrender the title for
so small a loan as £B800, the maximum
allowed under the Act, there is nothing to
prevent an owner subdividing his estate
amongst his family, A number of the
owners of large estates have grown-up lads
waiting for a division of the property, and
[ would like it to be generally known that
there is nothing to prevent the owner of
a large estate calling in a surveyor and
settling 1,000 acres on his son, or each of
his sons, and thus enabling them to come
under the Land Act and have improve-
ments made. Large estates could thus
be subdivided under the best possible
conditions for success, and then proper-
ties of 10,000 acres would not be found
with only 500 or 600 acres under cul-
tivation. That would surely be a good
means of “ bursting up’’ the laryge estates.
I mention this in answer to the objection
that the Government, while making
provision for new men, are doing nothing
for the old settlers. I am sorry I can-
not support the motion submitied by
fhe hon. member for Toodyay. The present
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Act, which may e said to be on its trial,
serves avery purpose, and it would be
very unwise for the Goverment to take
;he departure suggested by the hon. niem.
her.

Me. QUINLAN: After the explana-
tion of the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, I heg leave to withdraw the
motion.,

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

MOTION—STOCIK DISEASES ACT
ITS ADMINISTRATION.
Mr. LEAKE (Albany), in accordance
with notice, moved :
t  That, in the opinion of this House, the ad-
ministration by the Government of the Stock
Diseuses Act, 1695, is unsatisfactory, and not
in the hest interests of the pastoral industry.
He said: It will be seen that this motion
aims at what ¥ submit is o particular
blot in the administration of the Govern-
ment, and it is directed against a par-
ticular statute.  All hon. members are
aware that for years past precautions
have Deen taken to prevent the intro-
duction of disease in a variety of
forms; nor does it require any word
of commendation from me to impress
upon the House the necessity of such
precautions. We have been threatened
lately with the development of what has
proved in other places to be a most
virulent and devastating disease, nawely,
that of tick in cattle. Much has been
sadd during the last twelve months, both
in private and in the press, with regard
to this particular complaint. Deputa-
tions have wuited on the Government;
correspondence has been published in the
press; discussions have taken place
amongst the squatters; and we find that
the Government were so much alive to
the necessities of the occasion that, as far
back as May, 1896, regulations had not
ouly been framed but had been directed
to be carried out for the purpose of
restricting it. In May, 1896, when 3Mr.
Richardson was the Commissioner of
Crown Lands, he gave instructions that
the regulations with regard to the intro-
duction of cattle to the Kimberley district
were to be strictly carried out; and as far
back as May, 1896, tick was reported fo
have been discovered on the Ord River.
Now, from time to time, regulations have
heen made; and the most particular
i of these regulations seem to have been

AND
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made in Januvary of the present year,
when, by an Order-in-Council of the 20th
Jauuary, not only was the introduction of
cattle from the colony of Queensland and
the Northern portion of South Australia
prohibited, but the prohibition was also
extended to sheep, dogs, and horses; and
further, there was prohibition against
the introduction of hides from the same
places, unless they had been specially
treated and disinfected. That order was
not given until after mature consideration
by the authoritics, and up to that moment
they acted upon what had been their
declared policy with regard to the pre-
vention of the spread of dizease amongst
stock. From time to time attempts have
been made to remove or to limit those
probibitions ; and it was not until the
3rd November that anything like snccess
attended the efforts of those who were
interested in so doing. I need only remind
hon. members of what took place in Perth
—deputations to the Acting Premier, cor-
respondence in the press, influence brought
to hear in many divections; yet, not-
withstanding all this, the Government
firmly resolved to adhere to their resolu-
tion, and prohibit. But on the 3rd
November we find that an Order-in-
Council was made, by which the pro-
hibition was revoked, for dealing speci-
ally with a particular mob of cattle
belonging to particular persons, and
which were then in a particular locality.
The questions which were put by me to the
(Government a short time ago elicited
particulars relating to these 900 head of
cattle. Wa were told that they belonged
to a corporation known as Connor,
Doherty, and Durack, Limited ; that they
had come from the prohibited country,
and that they consisted of 900 head.
Not long ago, when the papers which are
now before hon. members were asked for
by motion, particular reference was made
by myself to the circumstunces surround-
ing the issue of this order; and I then
attempted to point cut to the House that
the order was improperly framed; that
it was not strictly within the limits of
the Act. The facts which led up to
the passing of that order were shortly
these. The firm I have mentioned, who
are large catile dealers in this colony, and
purticularly in the Kimberley district,
had, previons to this, hrought into the
colony, contrary to the regulations, u
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herd of cattle. The Government very
properly directed a prosecution, and
prosecuted somebody for bringing them
in, with the resnlt that a fine was in-
flicted, und the parties were penalised tothe
extent of something like 1s. 8d. per head
of these cattle. Those cattle, however,
were allowed to remain in the colony, und
were ultimately distributed in the maxlket.
So you see, sir, that the firm in question
did not suffer any particular hardship
when they openly defied the law, and
were muleted in the small penalty of ahout
1s. 8d. per head. Emboldened no doubt
by their success on this occasion, they
appear to have made subsequent efforts
to introduce other cattle. One might
rcasonably suppose that, with such a
warning as a fine before them, and
in view of the existence of regu-
lations absolutely prohibiting the intro-
duction of such stock, reasonable men
would mnot attempt to defy the law;
and indeed that they would hesitute, per-
haps, to deal in cattle in the prohibited
district, or to deal in cattle which, ac-
cording to law, they must have known
they could not introduce after these were
purchased. It would seem, however, that
subsequently to this they became possessed
of this particular mob of 900 cattle; and,
of course, actuated no doubt by the best
of motives, they thought to themselves:
We will not defy the law, but we will
make representations in a certain manner
and in certain quarters, and we will ask
for special favours, and have these cattle
admitted. The success of those efforts
was apparent. On the 28th October the
cattle were mtroduced. That is, hefore
the pussing of the order on the 3rd
November; and, if we go back according
to these papers a few days, we will find
that in the report—T think it was a tele-
graphic report from the Chief Inspector
of Stock, who was at Wyndham, or at
any rate from some official —this particular
firm hud sent instructions up to Kimberley
to bring this particular herd in as early as
the 20th October. From that it would
appear that special favours—special con-
cessions—had been given to this corpor-
ation, which we know to be DMessrs.
Conuor, Doherty, and Durack, Limited ;
and I want the Premier to give us clearly
and emphatically his reasons for so
favouring this particular firm, and abro-
gating these distinet and prohibitive
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regulations in favour of these particular ! from the Northern Territory of South

persons.  Before I leave the question of -
this order, T was impressed on first seeing
it with the fact that there were presentat
the meeting of the Executive Council

which passed the order, the Treasurer,

the Minister of Mines, the Commissioner
of Ratlways, the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, and the Minister of Education;
thus only one out of the six Ministers
being absent, namely the then Attorney
General (Mr. Burt). At that titne there
was no doubt the Attorney Creneral was
in {ransifu; and whether he approved of
this order being issued I cannot say, but
he 15 a member of this House, and will
be able to speak for himself. T know
that the hon. gentleman, as o rule, has
always been in favour of the strict observ.
ance of ordinary law and every regu-
lation ; and why I particularly noted bis
absence was that this Order-in-Council
was mnot, strictly speaking. within the
terms of the Act. The object of the
regulations, and indeed of the Act, was
primarily to prevent not ouly the intro-
duction, but the spread, of this devustat-
ing scourge know as “tick.” Its exist-
ence has been known for a cousiderable
nuwmber of years in Queensland and in
the Northern Territory of South Ans-
tralia.

Tue Premier: And in Kimberley too,

Mr. LEAKE : With what devastating
effect 1t has visited Queensland and the
Northern Territory, I need not remind
hon. members. By degrees it has de-
veloped to such an extent that the authori-
ties in Queensland and South Australia
have found it necessary to quarantine
cattle—T refer particularly to the North-
ern Territory of South Australia—for the
purpose of preventing the introduction of
tick into the southern portions of South
Australin. No one who has read the re-
ports on this question in the other colonies
can but be impressed with the idea that
tick in cattle is a terrible scourge. I was
reminded by the Premier, 1 moment agn,
that not only was tick known to exist in
the Northern Territory and in Queens-
land, but that it alse has existed in the
East Kimberley district of this colony;
but how the tick came into our territory
we do not know, though it isa reasonable
presumption that the tick was brought
there from time to time by tick-infested
cattle travelling from Queensland and

Australia into this colony. in fact, the
greiter part of the cattle within our own
borders came from the Northern Territory
of South Austrulia, and from Queensland.
Time has not permitted us to Judge as to

~ how long it takes to develop or acclimatise

these insects: and we are not informed
how long they have been known to exist
in Queensland, but they must have been
there for many vears. So far as damage
1s concerned, that damage has not been
done until comparatively recently; and
the introduction of tick into the Timber-
ley district may be only the beginning of
the sane state of thuws in our c.olonv
which lus existed 1n Que{_nal'md and
the Northern Territory. At any rate, the
existence of tick in the Kinberley district
is a fact, and it was deemed necessary at
i former period, to take stringent precau-
tions against the introduction of meore
tick. Hon. members will excuse me if T
have referred more than once in the
course of my observations to the corpora-
tion of Connor, Doherty, and Durack,
Limited; but it seemed abt one time to
have been a somewhat vexed question in
the minds of members of that firm as to
whether or not tick did exist in Kimber-
ley. One member of the firm appears to
have blown hot and cold cn the subject,
for on the 12th May, 1896, a telegram
sent from Mr. F. Connor to the Premier
sald i —

Reports of tick in Ord River catfle, as per

yusterday morning’s telegram, unauthenti-
cated.  Only malicions rumour,
On the 9th June, 1896, less than 2 month
after that telegram had been sent, another
telegram appears to have been sent by
Mr. Counor to the Premier, saying . —

‘Licks discovered by Duff have existed on all
Ord stations for last ten years. No danger
need be apprehended.

Thus in one month that member of the
firm  described reports of tick in
Ord River cattle as being a malicious
rumouy, and in the next month the same
authority declared that ticks had infested
the Ord River cattle for ten years. That
1s w circumstance. It seems that this
genileman, Mr. Connor, took a somewhat
active part in the negotiations with the
Premier and with the Acting Premier at
this time—I mean in Mayv, 1896, when
there was prohibition.  Order-in-Council
has been made, and so important was
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this matter deemed to be by the Govern-
ment, that it was thought necessary to
send the Chief Inspector of Stock, Mr.
Morton Cruig, up to Kimberley to report;
and this ofticer, upon whose recommenda-
tion the Government had hitherto acted,
went, to Kimberley with certain instruc-
tions from the then Acting Premier, Mr.
Wittenoom. The right hon. the Premier
(Bir J. Forrest) was at that time away in
England, and tbe Acting Premier (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) had undoubtedly put
hig foot down firmly with regard to this
matter, in answer to the various deputa-
tions that waited on him, and in
answer to correspondence addressed
to him. The Commissioner of Crown
Lands (Hon. G. Throssell), in answer to
correspondence addvessed to him, had
declared emphatically that the prohibition
should be maintained, and not removed,
There is no doubt that in this respect
Ministers were acting on the advice of
their Chief Inspector of Stock. So im-
portant was the question considered, that
i paragraph six of the ingtructions given
to the Chief Inspector the Acting Premier
asked him to report, in the event of ticks
being found in East Kimberley distriet,
what would be the best method of pre-
venting their importation into thesouthern
districts without absolutely preventing
the traftic in fab cattle; and the Chief
Ingpector says:—

L am reluctontly compelled to recommend
that the whole of the Bast Kimberley district
be procliimed a quarantined area until the
30th April, 1898, during which time, should no
tick be found, the quarantine can be removed.
‘I'his proceeding will not materially affect the
traffic in fat stock, as there are ahsolutely
none, with the exception of those now on their
way south, and a few on the Ord station avail-
able for the market.

He says further on in his report: —

During my first visit 1 inspected most of
the principal herds of the East Kimberley
districh; but on finding that I arrived too
late for the tick season, I did not spend s0
much time among the eattle as I should other-
wise have done.

Suhsequent reports, as well as reports
received within the last few days, have
shown that tick must have existed then,
and that they are now in the locality.
Eventually Mr. Craig, who was specially
sent to the district, recommended strict
guarantine ; but notwithsianding that
recommendation, we find that on the

3rd November the prohibition was re- | Australia.
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moved, and that Convor, Doherty, and
Durack, Tamited, who have so persistently
defended their own interest in this matter,
were prepured, practically indefiunce of the
loaw, to Liring their stock to this market. Tt
was actially in defiance of the law, becanse
their eattle came in from the prohibited
areas before the Order-in-Council had
actunlly been signed. Tt surely cannot be
argued, or if it is argued hon. members
will hardly be impressed with it, that tick
is not dangerous. Again I wish to remind
hon. members that even experts find a
great difficulty in discovering the existence
of tick ; for it is not without the strictest
inspection that they can be discovered.
Mr. Craig, in his report, guotes the
opinion of Inspector Alston, who says,
“ Kunberley is not n congenial home for the
tick.” I knmow this point will be argued
at great length by those who seek to
justify their action in this particular.
They will say there is no risk, because
Kimberley is not a congenial home for the
tick, and that tick have been found in
great quantities. In this particular, Mr.
Alston is not the only man who can be
quoted to show that possibly Kimberley is
not a congenial home for tick; but in
any case, this kind of evidence only
proves that the tick pest, where it
oceurs, is a terrible scourge. In support
of what I say about the difficulty of dis-
covering tacks, I will refer to the ex-
perience of Mr. Pound, who is, I beheve,
a great authority in Queensland. His
experience at Gracemere and Mount
Cornish is delailed in his report to the
Stock Department of Queensland, and
shows the difficulty of detecting ticks on
live cattle, and the futility of depending
on inspection, even when it is carried out
in a cattle crush, I guote from a news-
paper report as follows :—

The experiences of Mr. Pound at Gracemere
and Mount Cornish, as detailed in his report
to the Stock Dopartment, show the difliculty
of detecting ticks on live cattle, and the futility
of depending on inspection even when that is
carried out in a crush. It would probably be
hard to find two more practised and observant
men among cattle than Messrs. Edking and
Archer, and yet these two gentlemen were
greatly surprised when shown, the one on a cow
recently dead, and the other on a white heifer
which had been thrown for the purpose of
inspection, innumerable ticks in all stages of
growth. If the control of the tick pest had to
depend on inspection only, a very short time
would elapse before the ticks were all over
Another matter of very great
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importance is brought ont in 3r. Pound’s T b01der being only an imaginary line, it

repurts. It has fnequently been stated in these
columns, by correspondents, that cattle appar-
ently free from tick one day were found to
have numbers of matured ticks on them the
following day, and it was sought to infer from

this that full-blown ticks mnst travel from one '

beast to another, ignoring the carefully worked-
out life history of the gick. Mr. Pound con-
vinced them at Mount Cornish of the fallacy
of thia reasoning. PDrawing a red ink line
round some youny ticks found on an animal,
the size of which did not exceed the eighth of
an inch, the same animal was brought into the
yard the following day, when it was found that
some of the femnle ticks had grown to the size
of three-cighths of an inch, while others had
matured and fullen off. It appears that during
the lost few days —the last day, in fact—the
fewmale tick grows from very small proportions
to the ordinary size of a fully-matnred tick.

I quote that to show really the futility

of inspection, or rather how easy
an expertenced persom, not an expert,

may be deceived with regard to the .

existence or otherwise of these insects.
Here it is shown clearly that they de-
veloped from one-eighth of an inch to
three-eighths of an inch in less than 24
hours; and yet we may be told this
evening - [Tue Premier: Do not
prophesy]—that there is no danger, and
that those cattle which were let in were
properly inspected and properly reported
on. But will the hon. gentleman tell us
that each of these 300 catttle was thrown
and inspected in the way those cattle
were inspected in Queensland ? I submit
that is the only effectual inspection which
can be made. How idle it 18 to suppose
that the most experienced person can
ride round a moly of 900 cattle, and
declare that none of those cattle have
ticks on them! Tt is absurd. But no
doubt. we shall be told that is so; and
no deubt it is the only excuse that
the right hon. the Premier can have,
in overriding the decision of his col-
leagues given previously to his dic-
tum, and which he apparently fished for,
namely, that no tick was discovered on
inspection. I mention this fact to
show how futile inspection is when
carried on in the way it must have been

is almost 1mpossnble for them to be kcpt
hach Again I say there was no lack of
thought and deliberation on the part of
the Government with respect to formu-

lating the regulation which existed up to
November 3rd, and which exists at the
present day. There were deputations,
meetings, letters in the newspapers, and
finally there were threats. A threatcame
from Mr. Frank Connor, whose telegram
I have read, and who waited with the
deputation on the Acting Premier (3Mr.
Wittenoom) during the Premier’s absence
in England. A fairly lively meeting was
heid in the Premier’s office, at which there
were representatives of a large nwnber of
stock ewners and parties interested in the
meat trade. Mr. Connor insisted on ile
regulation Dbeing revoked, and said if
some alteration was not made he would
move & vote of want of confidence in the
Government as soon as the House
met.

THE PREMIER:
the press ?

Mr. LEAKE: That is reported in the
press,

Tae PreMIEr: I never heard of it
hefore.

Mer. LEAKE: In
Connor said—

He wished to say distinctly that if the Par-
linment of the country were sitting he should
rise in his place and propose a want of
confidence motion in the Government; and in
regard to this particular question he had not
the slightest doubt in his own mind that it
would be enrried.

Tue PrEMIER:

Is that reported in

Mr.

conclusion,

He expected your

P support, I expect,

- of confidence

carried on in the Kimberley district. :

We know that the Northern Territory of

South Australia is conterminous with our

own territory on the East Kimberley
border, and, of course, cattle n the
Worthern Territory can re-cross the border
without lei or hiadrance because, the

Mr. LEAKE: The funny part has
not come yet. Mr. Wittenoom, in reply-
ing to the deputation, said that

Mr. Connor had said that if the Parliament
were sitting—and he (Mr. Wittenoom) wished
it were, in order to take the responsibility of
this matter—he would propose a vote of want
in the Government. [JMr.
Connor: So I will.] He (Mr. Wittenoom) did
not mind whether he (Mr. Connor) did or did
not, but he (Mr. Wittenoom) wished to say, in
conclusion, that he hoped he (Mr, Connor)
would never think that any threat of that
kind would influence the Goveroment when
they were doing what they considered best for
the colony.

That is a dignified answer to an undigni-
fied aftack made upon an important
public oceasion,
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TeE Premier: He thought he would
get your support.

Mr. LEAKE : He would have got it,
too.

Tre PrREMIER:
about that.

Mr. LEAKE: And we find that that
threat of Mr. Connor’s was not an idle
one, It was made deliberately, and was
not the ebullition of a moment. He
seems to have followed it up, for no
sovner does the Premier come back than
the papers disclose that further represen-
tations were made by the corporation of
Connor, Doherty and Durack, Limited,
with the result that the vegulations were
set on one side, to enable the gentleman
who had made the threat to bring his
cattle into the colony.

Mr. James: And keep his seat on the
right side of the House.

Me. LEAKE : I thank the hon. mem-
ber for East Perth (Mr. James) for that
interruption, because I really think the
Premier may have imagined that there
were two votes in the House that he
might rely on. T dare say that that
influenced the Premier when he yielded
to the pressure which was brought to
bear on him. At any rate, there was no
vote of want of confidence, and the
Government got support from that par-
ticular quarter. It is singular that the
prophecy was fulfilled, for the order of

There 18 no doubt

the 3rd November was issued as soon’

as conveniently after the return of the
Premier to business, notwithstanding the
fact that the Premier’s colleagues had,
after mature deliberation, declared in
favowr of prohibiting cattle from this
particular gquaxter.

Tur Premier: The Government ap-
proved of that being done, and the
Minister recommended it.

Mr. LEAKE: Ob, they did!

T PREMIER: Yes.

M=s. LEAKE: Without a wurmur?

Tre PreEMIER: Ob, read the papers.

Mr.LEAKE: You cannot stand eross-
examination on that question. The con-
duct of the Government was inconsistent
on that occasion. Compare the action of
the Government with regard to the scab.
We know that scaly was a source of great
danger to the settlers at one time. And
what was done? In many instances
flocks were absolutely confiscated and
destroyed, in order to get rid of the
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scourge of scab. It was owing particularly
to the great efforts of the Chief Inspector
of Stock (Mr. Craig) that the disease of
seab was ultimately eradicated.

Tre MiNisTER oF EDUCATION:
House did that.

Mr. LEAKE: The House did it with
My, Cruig’s assistance, and I want this
House to get rid of tick in the same way
as they got rid of scab; and the Govern-
ment can do it if they insist on the
%‘;I;}W being administered as it should

The

Tae Premier: It was the Govern-
ment that got rid of the scab.

Mr. LEAKE : At any rate, scab was
got rid of, but only after most stringent
regulations and the closest and strictest
inspection.

Ter PreEmIEr: How are you going to
get rid of the tick? That is the ques-
tion.

Mr. LEAKE: I will tell you how I
would start. I would follow up the
line which the Government themselves
adopted. I would prohibit the importa-
tion or exportation of those cattle from
particular quarantined distriets. I would
confine the cattle within certain arens,
and then the chances are you would get
the ticks under. But you will not get
the ticks under if you allow the cattle to
scatter all over the country. Itis notthe
way to get the ticks under to bring in-
fected cattle down to an island near
Fremantle, and start o tick farm. You
will not get rid of ticks by experimenting,
and ascertaining whether they can live
under particular conditions. We know
that all those pests take some time to get
acclimatised. Tt is impossible to say how
long it took to get tick acclimatised in
Queensland, where it is now flourishing.
We kuow well it took rabbits a long time
to become acclimatised in Australia. It
took a long time to acclimatise foxes in
Victoria, or to acclimatise many of the
destructive birds now in Australia. But
there is no doubt that all those pests can
hecome acclimatised, and before they are
acclimatised it is comparatively an easy
matter to cradicate or check them., We
have special legislation and specially
stringent regulations in regard to rabbits,
insects, and birds, all of which can and
will become acclimatised if they are
allowed to spread at their own free will.
‘Why should not the same regard be paid
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to the dangerous scourge of tick ?  Treally

when he told the House a few weeks ago
that it was his intention to experiment
with tick down here to see whether or
not they would grow. I do net want to
say anything that is improper, but 1
want to make an observation which I
hope wil dmw from another hon.
member some emphatic statement. There
are rumours about—which I do not say
T helieve myself—that wot only hus
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" tick into Western Australia would be a
hope the hon. member was noi serious -

|

undue pressure been brought to hear on .

the Government by the firm of Connor,
Deoherty, and Durack, Limited, but that
there is another hon. member in the
House who knows a great deal about the
question. I refer to the hon. mewmber
for Beverley (Mr. Harper), and I want
that gentleman to give usan explanation
of rumours about, and say whether or
not he is in any way interested in those
particular cattle.
Mr. Harrer: I will explain to yvou.
Mr. LEAKE: That is right, and T
will be satisfied with your explanation.
Tuk Premrer : Hit them all round.
Me. LEAKE: Iwill if I have a chance.
1 am not afraid to hit anybody, if T think
the circumstances justifiable. I particu-
larly should like the hon. member for
Beverley to explain the difference in toue
of two leading articles which appeared in
his own paper; one dated May 26th,
1897, and the other dated September
25th, 1897. In the article of May 26th
this newspaper took the side of the
Government, and commended them for
the firm stand takenin regard to the pro-
hibition. T do not propese to read the
articles, because that would, perhaps,
occupy too much time, but an extract or
or two will not be out of place. In a
leading article in the West Australian of
May 26th, we read: “The subject is one
of the iost important ever brought
under the notice of the (fovernment.”
Then again: * Nevertheless there can
be little” doubt that the decision of the
Government will be generally approved.”
Again: “To bring the dreaded Queens-
land tick nto Western Australia would
threaten the entire cattle industry, which
is now in a flouwrishing condition, bring
immense loss on numberless stock-owners,
and finally raise the price of beef to
a point which is alarming to contem-
plate.”  Again: < The importation of

disusler of the first magnitude, and no
Government would ever be forgiven which
allowed the herds of those 1t was ap-
pointed to protect to face the peril of this
devastating scourge.” It will be seen
that when T used the words * devastating
scourge,” 1 was not coining a phrase, but
using a quotation.

THE PrEater: Where did you get all
those quotations from? They are all
prepared ready,

M=z. Stapsox: We will hand them to
you: they are very interesting reading.

Tre Premier: They were supplied for
the purpose.

Mr. LEAKE: Certainly they were,
and you can have them if you want them.
When I talk on an important matter I
like to have facts before me, and not to
rely on my imagination or my memory.
I cannot quote a better authority in the
hon, member's opinion than the West
Australien newspaper. The concluding
words of the article of the 26th May are
these: “In any contingency this is a case

- in which it will never do to he wise afterthe

event.” But the article of September 25th
1s altogether in favour of the admission of
this mob of 900 head of cattle.

Mz. A. Forresr: What newspaper is
that ?

Mr. LEAKE: The West Australian
again, and I think I could give you a
little of the Morning Herald. The Crov-
ernment, up to the 26th May, had been
acting according to the advice of the
Chief Inspector of Stock, and also ac-
cording to what was fair and right, and
the newspaper supported them. In the
article of 25th September we read: “Ac-
cepting his own version of the facts, Mr.
Craig's recommendation that the whole
of the Kast Kimberley should be pro-
claimed o quarantine area until April 30th
next may for the present be put out of
court.” There, it will be seen, was clearly a
change of front. The newspaper supports
the Government on one dav.and the firm of
Connor, Doherty, and Durack, Limited, on
the next. I think I bhave said sufficient
to show the House that a distinctly
mmportant question has been raised. I
have shown, too, I think, that the Govern-
ment have vielded to pressure. And when
I say the Government, T mean particularly
that the Premier has yielded to pressure

. to which he ought not te have yielded.
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The regulation of the 3rd November was | officer who handed it to the Chief In-

distinetly framed in ocrder to favour one
particular firm, upon whese support
the Premier had in the past been
able to rely, and on whose support,
ne doubt, he can rely in the future
It would seem that one of the chief ex-
cuses that the right hon. gentleman will
give you i this, that the 900 head of
cattle which had been depasturing near
the Dorder were fat cattle ; and the
minutes passing between the Ministers
leading up to the issue of that order
showed that they were chiefly impelled
by the idea that they would not prevent
fat cattle from coming in. Aslong as they
were fat and free from disease, they
might come in. In one of the official
minutes penmed by the Premier, he
directed that these cattle should come m
if they were clean. Now the word * fat™
was, for some reason or other, dropped
out of that minute.

Tur PrEMIER: I beg your pardon.
It was an incorrect copy. The word
“fat” is below in the next paragraph.
It does not affect the sense at all. It
would be only repeating what is in the
third or fourth paragraph, where the
question  Are they fat? " is asked.

Mr. LEAKE: Here is a minute of
Qctober 18th, which reads: I have ¢on-
sulted Cabinet In regard to your sug-
gestion ?

Tur Prearer: That is not the omne
where the words are struck out which
you are referring to.

Mr. LEAKE: Thisis the minute T am
going to read, and which has heen laid
upon the table.

TeE Premier: You can read it, but
you will not follow up what I say.

Mr. LEAKE: I will read it ; and, if
I can, I will then discover the other
minute. It is as follows:—

Hon. Commissioner of Crown Lands.—I have
consulted Cabinet in regard to your suggestion
that “the taboo shonld be removed from
horder cattle,” and it is agreeable that the
000 cattle on the border now awaiting ad-
mission may be ollowed to come in as a special
case, provided the Inspector pusses them as
clean, and takea every precaution. I attach
Mr. Craig’s report, and he should now give the
necessary instructions. Bvery precaution and
care should be taken to be certnin that the
cattle are free from disease. John Forrest,
Premier.

You will notice, however, that the
word “fat” jis not mentioned, and the

spector of Stock two days after that, on
the 20th October, telegraphs to the
Inspector of Stock at Wyndham :—-

Proceed without delay to border and inspect
Connor and Doherty’s 900 cattle depasturing
there. If after careful examination yon find
them clean, admit into colony and travel down
with mob to Wyndham. You will have good
opportunity for minute examination while
travelling. 'These instructions confidential, by
order Minister—Nogrxman Mavcoum, for Chief
Inspector of Stock.

There s no mention of “ fat” there.

Tre Premier: In the report of the
Clief Inspector, a little before that, he
suys they were “fat.” They were reported
to be “fat.”

Mr. LEAKE: Thank you for remind-
ing me of that. I had almost forgotten
that minute. That is the minute of the
9th October, 1897, as follows :—

My Dear Craig,—I have been thinking over
what you told me yesterday, and I should like
you to send in a short report on the following
points :—(«¢) How many cattle are now waiting
on the east side of the border to come in.
(b) What station have they come from. (c)
‘How long since they left the station. (d) Are
they fat. (e) Have they been inspected, and
if so hy whom and how many times. (f} Is
there any sign of diseaze on them. (g) Would
there be any more risk in admitting to our
Southern mavket these cattle, than there has
been in admitting the Sturt Creek cattle
(h) If you think not, what quarantine and
conditions would you impose. If these cattle
are clean and fat, and ready to come in, how
would it do to subjeet them to searching
inspection, and to guarantining before ship-
ing, and then let them in as a special case.
Is Wave Hill clear of ticks? Plense reply to
these queries, and let me have them
Monday morning. Return this Jetter for file
at same time.—Jomxn ForREST, Premier,

On the same day Mr. Craig replies:—

The Right Hon. the Premier. Sir,—I have
the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of even date, submitting certain ques-
tions from « to h relative to certain cattle on
the east side of the WNortherm Territory
boundary awaiting admission, In reply I beg
to state that I will deal with these questions
seriatim, as follows : —(a) There are 900 cattle
on the horder now awaiting admission.
(b) They have come from the Wave Hill
country. (¢} They left the station some time
during the month of June. (&) They are re-
ported to bhe fat.  (e) Imspector Stephens
informs me by telegran, dated the Znd inst.,
that Inspector Alston has inspected the catile,
and found them frec from fick and healthy. I
am not aware of any other inspection having
been made, as Mr. Alston™s journal is not yet
to hand. (f) Accerding to Mr. Stephens” tele-
gram, they are perfectly healthy.
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Now I want hon. members to listen to ' the

this. This is in answer to this query,
and it is very well put, too, from the
other side’s point of view:—

{g)} In my opinion, if these cattle are again
inspected at the border, and aocompa.nie?l to
the port by Mr. Stephens, there would be no
more risk in bringing them to our southern
markets than there was in bringing the Sturt
Creek cattle.

You see, some cattle had come in from
the tick-infested district of Sturt Creek.

Tae Premrer: Not tick-infested.

Me. LEAKE: Well, a tick-infested
country.

Meg. Donerry: It is the Stuit's Creek
in East Kimberiey which is referred to.

Mr. LEAKE: Well, that was the

guestion, and I have read you the
answer. You will observe how it is
worded: ““There would be no more risk

in bringing them to our southern markets
than there was in bringing the Sturt
Creek cattle”” But the mspector is not
asked whether there was any risk at all.
He is simply asked the question whether
there was more risk in admitting Connor
and Doherty’s cattle than there was in
admitting the other cattle. Thank youn
for nothing: we did not want that. We
say we have a right to asswune that if the
question had been put fairly and squarely
to the inspector, he would have sud that
neither mob should be admitted. There
is the question which suggests an evasive
answer, and that is the answer upon
which the hon. gentleman willrely, Then
the inspector goes on:—

() 1. As these cattle have been so long
away from a tick-infested arca on clean coun-
try, i.¢., counfry where no Northern Perritory
cattle have ever been, the only conditions I
should require are—a further inspection by
Inspector Stephens at the border, and that he
accompanies them to the port. I think the
Intter step mnecessary, because there are no
yards or other conveniences for close inspection
of the eattle at the border, and the inspector
by closely following them day by day would be
sure to see any ticks if they were present.
(2). If the cattle are clean and fat, they have
undergone sufficient quarantine, i.e., isolation
from other cattle since June to enable the in-
spector to decide whether they are tick-infested
or not, and might be allowed to come in
as a special case. (3.) Wave Hill has heen re-
ported clean by Inspector Alston.

The inspector was never asked whether or
not he was in favour of those cattle com-
ing in; in fact he has mentioned in his
last report—in his following minute of
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30th November—that he was in
favour of strict quarantine. There isa
minute, too, on these papers from Mr.
Gordon, the Chief Inspector of Stock in
Queensland, saying that Mr. Pound ‘' is,
however, of opinion that if ticks are once
introduced into your North-coast country,
and if the climate is at all humid, they
will flourish there.”

Tae PREMIER:
there.

Mr. LEAKE: 1 have always under-
stood that the climate of Kimberley is
humid.

Tae PreEmier: No; it is a dry heat
there.

Mr. LEAKE: Hon, members will
notice that the qualification of “fat"”
appeared to have been disregarded, and
there is no definite report that the cattle
were fat.  Mr. Craig says they were re-
ported to be fat, and we bad it on the
authority of the hon. member for West
Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest) the other
night that of these 900 head of cattle, a
unumber that came down here 1o Fre-
mantle were only stores, and were sold at
Northam. Now, how is it that cattle
supposed to be fat and clenn come down
and have to be sold as stores ?

Tue Premier: They were kept knock-
ing about too long.

Mr. LEAKE: Then you can never get
fat cattle down here. They only ran the
same risk that all other cattle run when
they come down from Kimberley. 1If
they started fat, they would have heen
landed fat. We are told, on no less an
autbority than that of the hon. member
for West Kimberley (Mr. A, Forrest),
that a great number of these cattle were
stores and were sold as stores; and some
of them are stores still over at Northam.
With those cattle, too, were some bulls
belonging to Kilfoyle. The minute is
here, being a telegram from Thomas Kil-
foyle, Wyndbham, dated November 2,
1897.—

Chief Inspector of Stock, Perth.—Now as
the Wave Hill cattle came in, have you any
objection to my bulls coming in, as they are
from there also. Came in with them.

Tue Prenier: They came over with
them.

Mr. LEAKE: “Came in with them,”
and in a minute of the same date the
Premier says, “ Mr. Kilfovle's request as
to bulls should certainly be refused.”

It is not humid
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A Memeer: He was not & member of
Parliament.

Mr. LEAKE: The minute groes on to
sy i—-

Any request to admit cattle should be made

through the Chief Inspector, and no applica-
tion should be entertained or considered, exeept
for fat cattle for slaughter, reported on by
Government ingpector as absalutely free from
disease, and healthy. Bulls and store cattle,
0{'1 breeding cattle, should not be admitted at
all.
Bulls came in with these; store cattle
came in with them ; and I am told that
cows ulso came in, and there had been an
application to remit, the duty on cows
because they were breeding cattle. T
make that statement on hearsay, in order
to give someone an opportumty of contra-
dicting it. We find, at any rate, such an
utter disregard both of the law and of
the practice in this particular mstance,
that they let in cattle which are not for
slaughter, cattle which ure not fat. cattle
which are not meant for breeding pur-
poses, and cattle which are only stores.
Now, those are facts; and I will defy
any hon. member in this House to refute
them. In these circumsiances, can any
member say that the administration of
the Stock Diseases Act of 1895 has been
satisfactory, and in the best interests of
the pastoral industry? I have placed
before the House as clearty as T can the
facts of this particular case; and it
really seems to me that there has been
an utter disregard of the law, an utter
disregard of the hest interests of the
country, an utter disregard of the best
advice, and ierely an attempt to curry
favour with particular individvals. I
say it is a shame that favour should be
shown to amny particular firm or any
particular individual, when it comes
to so serious a question as the ad-
ministration of this Act. There is a
lovely httle paragraph in one of these
minutes in a letter from Messrs. Conuor
and Doherty, where they ingenuously
observe that Mr. Durack is in favour of
the cattle being let in—Mr. Durack, a
member of their own firm and a cattle
holder in the district, is in favour of the
cattle being let in!  That is a little bit too
rich; but it is here all the same. Here
is the letter, signed “ Connor & Doherty,”
dated 24th April, 1897. It says:—

Mr. Durack, a representative pastoralist of
Bast Klmberley, whom you saw with our Mr.
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Connor to-day, when the interview took place,
would rather see the cattle come in, than be
kept out.

I notice hon, members laugh, and I
admit it would be humorous if it were
not so serious.

Tre Premier: You laughed yourself.

Mr. LEAKE: I did laugh; Dbut my
laugh was ironical, and you know it; and
there is no humour in 1t. Much as the
hon. member for North Fremantle (Mr.
Doherty) affects to be pleased with this
dehate, I do not think he is bhalf so de-
lighted as he appears to be. At any rate,
he will perhaps throw a little humour into
it when he comes to reply. I say there
has been an utter disregurd of low and
regilation, and a defiance of what we may
call pastoral justice in this particular in-
stance; and I sincerely trust that there
will be such an emphatic expression of
opinion in the House to-night as will pre-
vent any one member of the Ministry
overriding law and regulation for the
benefit or favour of one p'l,rtlcul'u firm,

Mzr. SIMPSON formally seconded the
motion. ‘

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : The hon. member (Mr. Leake)
has given us a long speech, and I have
not the slightest doubt that the pastoral-
ists of this colony, if they really thought
he had ever lefriended them in this
House or out of it, would probably he
grateful to him for the great interest he
has displayed in regard to them.

Me. LEagRE: 1 am more interested in
the public.

Tar PREMIER: It isthe pastoralists
this time, according to the motion before
us; but the hon. member, in his desire to
make a case against the Government, as
usual oversteps the mark. TIf he had
desired to gain any support for this
motion, T de not think he would have
observed the tactics he has taken, because
he seems to have made this altogether
a party attack. That is the hon.
member's object, I have wno doubt;
otherwise, I am quite sure he would
not have bheen selected — probably he
has selected himself-—to make this
attack on the Government. For there
are plenty of members here who have had
a life-long experience in regard to diseases
in stock and are also interested in pastoral
pursuits; and surely they would have
moved in the matter  if they had thought
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it necessary. rather than ask the hon.
member who has had no experience in
regard to stock, who does not own a hoof
in the country, and has not shown the
slightest interest in regard to the pastoral
industry. We know very well the hon.
member’s reason. He does not care two-
pence for the pastoralists or for the tick.
His object is to attack the Government.
I do not desire that this should be made
a party question ; and looking upon it as
I do, merely as a question of the adminis-
tration of the Stock Diseases Act, I admit,
at once it i3 quite possible for the hon.
member or for any person to differ from
the Government as to the administration
of this Act in ¢ircwmstances of difficulty.
There 1s no question in the mind of any-
one who is acquainted with the pastoral
industry, or has taken any interest in it-—
and T may say I have been associated
with pastoral pursuits all my life, and
have some interest in them now, and if
I were on the opposite side of the House
and were accustomed to make such
exaggerated statements as the hon. mem-
ber does, I might say I have a very large
interest in the pa.stm al industry, therefore
it is not likely I should desire'to do any-
thing that would injure the pastoralists
of this colony—1I say anyone who can
make himself believe, after a life-long
knowledyge of me, that I bave not all my
life tried to help the pastoralists and
agriculturists of this country, must have
read my sayings and doings altogether in
un  opposite direction from what I
intended. The hon. member would be
the first, I suppose, to charge me with
heing the friend of the farmer and the
squatter —for that is generally the kind
of taunt hurled at me in this House for
years past, and particularly from a mem-
ber who owns not a hoof in the whole
country, who does not take any interest in
pastoral or agricultural matters, who has
never hefriended the pastoralists or the
agriculturists, and yet who stands up
here and accuses me of trying to injure
the pastoral industry. Al T have done,
or tried to do, was to perform my duty
in a difficult position; and T think T
shall convines hon. members that if they
had been in the same position as I and
my colleagues were in, they would have
acted in the same way as we have done.
What were we confronted with in this
colony a few meonths ago? We were
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confronted with a loud demand for a
reduction in duty on imported stock and
on meat; and it was stated that the
price of meat was kept up by the stock
tax. We know differently; but it was
made a cry, and the hon. member made a
cry of it, and coquetted with it, and tried
to induce members representing the gold-
fields to support him by promising to
help and support them, and promising to
do all sorts of unknown things. The
hon. member has tried in the same way
to coquette with members when deal-
ing with such questions as that of
removing the Fremantle workshops, and
he has taken the same course now
in regard to this tick question. You
never know when you have gothim: heis
as slippery as an eel. We were, as I said,
confronted with a difficulty, and at that
time there were not wanting in this
House those who suid the Government,
had banded themselves with others in-
tevestedin the stock business—an absolute
calumny—that we were bhanded together
to keep up the price of stock; and there
were at that time 900 head of cattle on
our horder, reported by our own inspec-
tors to be clean, healthy, und ready to

come in for supplying the southern
market. If, in those circumstances, we

had said we would not let them come in
upon any conditions, I am sure the hon.
member would have been the first to
aceuse us of keeping up the price of meat,
and would have been ready to move a
vote of no confidence because, as he would
have said, we were trving to keep up the
price of meat and were injuring the
country. We lunow he has taken that
cowrse before; and, as theleopard cannot
change his spots, we kuow the hon,
member will take that cowse again
every time he gets an opportumty
The pastoral industry is a great in-
dustry in this colony; and do not let
anyone think the members of the Gov-
ernment, in dealing with this matter, had
not all the facts before him,  We knew
that, to a considerable extent, the southern
parts of the colony are dependent on the
supply of caitle from East and West
Kimberley districts. I have a return
here showing the number of cattle that
have been carried from those distriets to
supply the southern markets in this
colony during the last three vears. In
1895 there were shipped 2,470 cattle
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from Wyndham, East Iimberley dis-
trict, to the southern markets, and 1,407
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from Derby, West Kimberley district; in '

1896, the cattle shipped were 4,743 from
Wyndham and 2,673 from Derby; in
1897 the cattle shipped were 5,441 from
‘Wyndham and 3,456 from Derby; these
making a total of 12,654 shipped from
Wyndham, and 7,536 shipped from
Derby, or a gross total of 20,190 cattle
shipped from the two Kimberleys for
the southern markets in the last three
years. These figures show there is a
great industry in that districs, and it is
the bounden duty of the Government and
this House to encourage it—1I do not say
at the risk of spreading disease all over
the colony, but we must try to obtain for
the southern parts of the colony the
advantages of that large and rich pastoral
country. There can be no doubt that
tick has existed in the Kimberley district
for many years. At first it was thought
the tick in that distriet was a sort of tick
digsimilar from that found n Queens-
land ; but anyone who has followed the
cowrse of events must now come to the
conclusion that the tick which has been
there for years is exuctly the same tick
that is there at the present time.

Me. Leage: You mean it is the
Queensland tick ?

Tue PREMIER : Yes, the Queensland
tick. We will hear what an authority on
stock—not a member of the firm of
Counor and Doherty, but Mr. I. 8.
Emanuel—has to say in regard to it
Tu o letter addressed to the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands, Mr. Emanuel
SaY8 1—

I can scarely think it is the true cattle tick
that has mnow been discovered in East
Kimherley. The existence there of the de-
scription now reported by Inspector Duff has
been known for years and has never caused
the death, so far as I have heard, of a single
beast ; but until a decided opinion is obtained
on the subject, no means should be neglected
fo prevent the discase from spreading to the
other cattle districts of the colony. ltwill be
found that the danger in this direction will
oceur entirely from stock travelling by road.
Shipped catfle can be carefully inspected at
the start and finish of the journey, and cannot
spread the disease during the trip; the risk of
contagion from them is, therefore, reduced to
a mmmum.

That is the opinion of Mr. Emanuel, who
is recognised as an authority on stock;
and he says there is very little danger,

and Administration.

if you inspect the stock hefore they ave
shipped and again on landing.
Me. James: You can give individual

' iuspection, in that case.

Tre PREMIER: The same as is given
when cattle go into a race. DMr. Emanuel
means the same inspection that has
always been given since tick was first
reported. Some hon. members may differ
from the Government as to the advisa-
hility of having admitted these 900 cattle,
because there are some persons who wish
to be very safe, and will not run the
remotest risk; yet, with the exception of
that class of persons, of which I am not
one—for the interests are too great not to
use our ordinary common sense and judy-
ment in regard to this matter, and not be
runninge after some fgtish--if hon, mem-
bers will look through these papers, they
will find (and I mention this only for the
purpose of showing that this did not all
ariginate after the return of myself from
London) that some time before this, the
then Commissioner of Crown TLands
(Mr. A. R. Richardson), who was ad-
ministering the Act, recommended to his
colleagues, while T was out of the colony,
that this restriction in regard to cattle
coming i should be removed, and that
in Heu of it they should impose
quarantine and a careful inspection.
That recommendation came hefore the
Cabinet, I being then away from the
colony, and the Cabinet did not
agree to it; therefore it was not given
effect to. But that circumstance shows
that it was not only the Premier who wus
in favowr of admitting these cattle, but
that the then Commussioner of Crown
Lands, knowing ail the facts in regard to
the administration of the Act, and before
I returned to the colony, was in favour
of removing this prohibition. Why?
Because he knew that meat was hadly
wanted in the southern parts of the
colony, and that the price of meat was
very high; and he also knew that about
12,000 cattle had been brought from the
East Kimberley district to the southern
markets during the last three years,
without one case of disease from tick
having been imported into this part of
the colony. The then Commissioner of
Crown Lands, knowing that cattle had
been coming into this part of the colony
during these years without a single case
of tick having occwrred, though he may
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have been wrong in his judgment, would
naturally ask: Why put this absolute
prohibition on cattle from Ximberley ?
Why not let us substitute for prohi-
bition a careful inspection, and,
if  necessary, quarantine — anything,
in  fact, Dut absolute prohibition?
His colleagues at that time did not agree
with him—I cannot say why--but of
course it would be idle to say that every
member of a Ministry takes the same
interest in regard to the administration
of a particular departmentas the Minister
of that department takes in it himself,
and, as a rule, Ministers are guided by
the advice of the colleague who has
charge of the department. I then came
upon the scene, and I say at once, most
freely, that pressure was brought to hear
upon me—if you call it pressure—that a
request was made to admit these cattle,
which were reported to he clean and
heathy, and which an inspector hadex-
amined, and I was asked to allow them
tocome in to the southern markets. I
suy at once it was my desire, if possible,
to let them in, and that if these cattle
were healthy, clean, and free from disease,
my inclination was against prohibition.
T said we would see what we could do.
I then had an ionterview with the Chief
Inspector of Stock, and following on that
interview I sent this leiter, containing a
nunber of questions I put to him for
eliciting exact information, and I will alse
read his answers to the questions . —

(a.) How many cattle are now waiting on
the East side of the border to comein ?>—There
are 900 cattle on the border now awaiting
admissirm.

(b.) What station have they come from *—
They have come from the Wave Hill country.

{c.) How long since they left the station ?—
They left the station some time during the
manth of June.

(d.) Are they fat?—They are reported to he
fat.

(e.J Have they been inspected ; and, if so, by
whom and how many times P—Inspector
Stephens informs wme (Chief Inspector), by
telegram dated the 2nd inst., that Inspector
Alston has imspected the cattle, and found
them free from tick and healthy., [ am not
aware of any other inspection having beun
made, as Mr. Alston’s jowrnal is not yet to
hand.

(/.} Is there any sign of disease upon them?
—According to Mr. Stephens’ telegram, they
are perfectly healthy.

(g.) Would there be any more risk in ad-
mitting to our Southern market these cattle,
than there has been in admitting the Sturt
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Creek cattle>—In my opinion, if these cattle
are again inspected at the horder, and ac-
companied to the port by Mr. Stephens, there
would be no more risk in bringing them to our
Southern markets than there was in bringing
the 8turt Creck cattle.

In further questions I asked (&) If
you think not, what quarantine and con-
ditions would you impose ?”” The reply
was, '* As these cattle have Dbeen so long
away from a tick-infested urea on clean
country, i.e., where no Northern Territory
cattle have ever been, the only conditions
I should require are—a further inspection
Ly Inspector Stephens at the horder, and
that he accompanies them to the port. I
think the latter step necessary hecause
there are no yards or other conveniences
for close inspection of the cattle at the
border, and the inspector, by clusely
following them day by day, would be sure
to see any ticks if they were present.”” I
wrote, *“ If these cattle are clean and fat,
and ready to come in, how would it do to
subject them to searching inspection, and
to quarantining hefore shipping, and then
let them in as a special caze?  Is Wave
Hill clear of ticks ¥ The reply was, “ I1f
the cattle are clean and fat they have
undergone sufficient quarantine, i..,
isolation from other cattle since June, to
enable the imspector to decide whether
they are tick-infested or not, and might be
allowed to come in as a special case. 'Wave
Hill has heen reported clean by Inspector
Alston.” Well, T lknow that a large
number of Wavre Hill cattle have come into
the market already during the last vear or
two, and no disease has come down with
those cattle. In addition to the inspector’s
report, I received a report from the Minister
of Lands, in which he advised me to re-
move the “ taboo,” as he called it, from
the border cattle.

M. James: Why did yon not amend
the regrulations and not make a '“special
case £’

Tae PREMIER: I was not prepared
to amend the regulations. I was not
going to let the whole Northern cattle
into the colony, but had to deal with a
special case which T was advised by the
law officers the law was intended to
meet.  On receiving the report from the
Minister of Lands, I consulted the
Cabinet, at a meeting of which all the
Ministers were present except the then
Attorney General (Mr, Burt), who was
thinking of severing his oflicial counection



1098 Stock Diseases Act

with the Government.
that Cabinet meeting I sent the following
Minute to the Minister of Lands:—

I have consulted Cabinet in regard to your

suggestion that “the taboo should be removed
frone border catile,” and it is agrecable that the
900 cattle on the border now awaiting admis-
sion miy be allowed to come in as ¢ special case,
provided the inspector passes them as clean,
and takes every precaution. I attach Mr.
Craiy’s report, and he should now give theneces-
sary instructions. Every precaution and cave
should be taken to b certain that the cattle
are free from disease.
The Minister of Lands then issued
the instructions. I sent to the Law
Department, telling the Attorney General
what had been done, and asking him to
prepare an Order-in-Council, which he
did. Tt has been said that the cattle
were in the country hefore the Order-in-
Council was issued. T can explain that.
The Government had decided to admit
the cattle, and had informed the inspector
he could pass them. The cattle came
more quickly than was anticipated. The
Cabinet meet only once a weel, and, as
one week was missed, the formal approval
of the Order-in-Council was signed by
the Governor after the cattle had comein,
But the cattle did not come into the
colony wntil the Government had advised
the Order-in-Council should issue. The
order was issued after the cattle came in,
merely hecause the caitle came more
quickly than had been anticipated.

A Mewser: The instruction to bring
the cattle in went up on the 20th.

Tue PREMIER: It was on the 19th
that the Government decided that the
cattle could come in.

Mr. James: Did Inspector Stephens
come down with the cattle?

Turg PREMIER: Yes.

Me. Srupsow: He found them inside
the colony. -

Tug PREMIER: The hon. member
knows better than that. He has read the
papers, and knows well that, so far as our
information went, Cockatoo Springs is
on the border.

Mr. Simpson: You have only just
found that out.

Tug PEEMIER: As to the question
of the cattle being on the border, I had
not heard of Cockatoo Springs before.
Here is the telegram received from
Inspector Stephens :—

Received your wire to procced to border
on 23rd inst., left 24th, inspected cattle
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As a result of | 28th, found them apparently clean and free

from ticks. Connor and Doherty sent word to
their drovers on the 20th to bring eattle in;
never gave Alston or self any notice of their
intention to bring cattle in (en?) route for
Wyndhum where 1 found them, which was
five wiles east of Cockatoo Springs. Are all
cattle to be allowed in over border ? Asseveral
lots of breeders are walting to come in, there
will be great dissatisfuction if not allowed in.
Still being cautious—very cautious indeed,
I think—I wrote the following memor-
andum to the Minister of Lands:—

1. I shall be obliged if you will give definite
instructions thut the proclamation, published
in  @overnnient Gozette on 29th day of
Jaunary, 1897, as to cattle being prohibited
from crossing the border, is still in force, and
the inspector should not allow any cattle to
conle in, unless under definite instructions
from headguarters.

2, Any reguest to admit cattle should be
wade through the Chief Inspector, and no
upplication should be entertained or con-
sidered, cxcept for fat cattle for slaughter,
reported on by a Government inspector as
nbsolutely free from disease and healthy.
Buils and store cattle, or breeding cattle,
shounld not be admitted at all.

3. Your inspectors should he warned that a
great responsibility rests upon them, and
urged to be most careful in examining cattle
before reporting they are free from discase.

4, Mr. Kilfoyle's vequest as to bulls should
certainly be refused.

5. Your inspeetors should also be instructed
to keep a cloze account of all stock crossing
the bowder, und the number shipped, so as to
enable the duty to be paid,

Mr. SimpsonN : Hear, hear.
cureful about the duty.

Tur PREMTER: That is not the mat-
ter under discussion at the present time;
but there was no reason, so far as I know,
why the duty should not be paid. I have
latd hefore the House the whole of the
correspondence I have in regard to this
matter.

Mr. GeorgE: On what date was the
duty paid?

Tar PREMIER: I have not the date
in my mind, but it was paid by cheque
at Wyndham under the regulations, and
cashed here. Hon. members have read
the opinion of Mr. Pound, a gentleman
who, I helieve, is well versed in scientific
knowledge of the tick. He has told us
that the tick only flourishes in humid
country, such as is found along the coasts
of Queensland, where there iz dense
foliage, and where the sun does not get
at the cuttle in the same way as it does in
the dry country of Wyndham. At any

You were
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rate, Mr. Pound told us —although 1 better than the hon. member. Cannot he
the hon. member did not quote that see that, if I were actuated by such a

part—that there is no fear of the tick
flourishing except in the humid parts of
the Northern Territory.

Mr. LeakE: I read that.

Tug PREMIER: Did you?

Mg. InniseworTH: It is a matter
of speculation on Mr. Pound's part.

Tue PREMIER: That is so. It
might have been thought that anycne not
desirons of interfering with the tick, but,
like the hon. member, desirous of attuck-
ing the Government, would have been
able to show that the cattle had brought
the tick here, and that damage had re-
sulted in this temperate part of the
counbry.
the last three vears there lave been
imported 12,654 head of cattle From Places
where tick is known to exist, no tick bas
been found down here. T am glad of that
for many reasons — personal, political, and
otherwise. Nor has the Chief Inspector
or anyone else—and 1 questioned fihe
Chief Inspector in regard to it—shown
what mortahity, if auy, bas occurred in
the Bast Kimberley district from tick.
There is no evidence whatever that a
single beast has died from fick in
that district. Not a single tick has
been found by the Chief TInspector,
nor by the inspectors who followed the
cuttle from place to place. Not a single
tick has been found on any of the animals
which came down here to market. If a
noise is to be made, the Government, at
any rate, are going to shut the door be-
fore the horse gefs out.

Me. Leake: And a good policy,
too.

Tue PREMIER : No damage has been
done yet; and we can, therefore, deal
with the matter in a reasonable way
without casting stones at anyone. If we
are in earnest In our desire to protect our
flocks and herds, the House has an oppor-
tunity of doing so; and the Government
would welconte any imstruction from the
House in regard to the administration of
the Ack. What occasion is there for the
leader of the Opposition to make a
party attack on the Government, ou
members generally, and on me?
hon. member for East Perth (Mr James)
ought to be ashamed of himself for im-
put,mg such a motive to me as a desire to
catch a vote or two. The mole can see

Notwithstanding that during

- motive, I would be more likely to alienate

. hon.

many of my friends than gain two? The
member must see that his observa-
tions on this score are most ungenerous
and certainly uncalled for. And the hon.
member for Albany (Mr. Leake) is just
as bad. He sees a political move on my
part to get two votes, forgetting that by
doing so I should be losing half-a-dozen

. votes,

Mr. Leaxke: Aud so you are,

Tue PREMIER : AT can say is that
those who leave me will not get amongst
friends, when they get alongside the hon.
member. I am afraid of no one, either

" frieiid or foé, reading the papers reluting

to this matter. Tt may be said the
Government took some nsk. If we ad
take any risk it was very little, seeing that
thousands of cattle have come from that
district and no fick has heen found on any
of them. Every precaution was taken,
and any hon. member, whether on the
Opposition side or that of the Govern-
ment, must come to the conclusion that
the Govermment did not rush like a bull
at a gate, but acted carefully and discreetly
and with a desire to do what they thought
to be just. I do not profess to know
much about tick. I look at the question
from a common-sense point of view,and
see that if tick would flourish in this part
of the country it would be here now. Itis
possible that amongst the 12,000 beasts
imported from that part, a tick may have
been found hanging on to some. The
immunity from tick is due. no doubt, to
the careful inspection at both ends, and
also to the effect of the sun after the
arrival of the cattle here. "We all rejoice

. that tick has not found a home in the

The ;

southern parts of the country. I have
been thinking over this matter very much
during the last month or two, as to what
is best to be done. I am quite certain an
impartial jury would not convict the
Government of any negligence in the
matter, but would say every care and
precaution had been taken, and that we
had the Department of Stock on our
side. But more tick has been found
in the districts in question, and the
question is— what is Dest to bhe
done? 1 confess at once that I am
puzzled. I hardly kmow what to do.
‘We could have absolute prohibition. If
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it meunt prohibiting strangers outside, it
wonld not be so bad; but prohibition
would involve an immense territory and
a lot of settlers of our own.
Mke. Simpson: There is no fat stock.
Turg PREMIER : There will he.

After the rains there will be a lot of fine |

fat cattle, and we import a lot from there,
This is a great industry ; and if we are
going to prohibit, some means must be
taken so that the people engaged in the
industry may not be ruined altogether.
Works would have to he established, or
something done for their relief. Ishould

be glad to have the opinions of
hon. members. It is a difficult thing
for the Government to deal with

those guestions. I wish there was some
independent authority to deal with them.
Insect pests and diseases are dealt with
by the Bureau of Agriculture, and T only
wish the burean would take over the
management of diseases of stock. That
would relieve the Government from a
great deal of trouble, and would certainly
relieve us from ungenerous observations
by the hon. member for Albany and the
hon. meniber for East Perth. I am glad
to say that we have now a clean sheet, so
far as tick is concerned. Stock has been
temporarily quarantined and no damage
has been done; and the House has a
chance now to take preventive measures.
I want the advice and assistance of
this House as to the best course to
pursne.  We must not forget that in
dealing with this gquestion we are depend-
ing for our meat supply on that district,
and if we close the door there we shall
have to import. I would sooner encour-
age our own people, but I don’t want to
run unnbecessary risk, We have taken
such precautions that, although we have
a large number of catile, we know nc
tick disease has ever come down to this
part of the colony. It will have been
noticed that the hon. member never said
anything about the cattle not having the
tick, and of their having heen examined
and reported on as perfectly clean. Thope
hon. members will deal with this matter
in a practical way.
views of the House are on this question.
1t is not a party question at all, so far as
I can see. If the Government had done
some terrible wrong, and the whole of the
colony were devastated Ly some disease,
no doubt that would be a case for which

Let us see what the °
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the Government would have to answer;
but owr conduct cannot be called in ques-
tion here, seeing that no harm has been
done. ILet hon. members declare their
views. Whatever decision we arrive at
c¢alh be rveconsidered in six or seven
months. Whatever decision the House

© comes to, the Government will take care

t0 carry out.

Mr. HOLMES (East Fremantle): The
administration of the Stock Diseases Act of
1895 is most unsatisfactory. The depart-
ment are at the present time harnssing
the settlers in the southern districts to
exterminate the tick in sheep, which I
personally know has existed there for 25
years, und which is only an insect, and
not a pest. At the same time the depart-
ment are playing fast and loose with the
greater disease of tick in cattle. These
are entirely different, one being a disease
while the other is only an insect which
appears at ceriain seasons and disappenrs
atothers. The most stringent regulations
are enforced in the one case and not in the
other. The Premier quoted Mr. Emanuel
to show that tick was found in East Kim-
berley in June, 1896.

Tue Prewmier: It was found years
hefore, according to that authority.

Mr. HOLMES: We find on inguiry
that in April, 1896, 600 bullocks left Wave
Hill station, in the Northern Territory of
South Australin. They crossed the bovder
in May.

ThE Premier: No.

Me HOLMES: I have it from a very
good authority, from gentlemen on the
spot. The cattle came from a station
where tick had been known to exist for
wany years. After crossing the border
in May, these 600 bullocks travelled
through the herds of East Kimberley,
belonging to our own settlers, and in
June, 1896, the tick was found on the
Bast Kimberley herds. It was from these
herds that the 20,000 cattle have Deen
dvawn in the past. In the face of these
facts, the Premier says that no harm has
yet been done. The facts hefore the
House prove that the introduction of the
600 catile into East Kimberley was im-
mediately followed by the introduction of
tick. According to the official report, 100
out ot the 600 cattle died on the way
across the border. When this statement
was made in the House, one hon. member
interjected, * Not 100, but 70.” Assum-
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ing that it was only 70, and that tick
appeared in the East Kimberley district
a month after the herd crossed the border,
the Government can not c¢laim that no
harm had been done.

TeE PrEMIER: I have a letter here to
show that the tick was in East Kimberley
years before that.

Mer. HOLMES: 8o far as T know,
there is no aunthority for such a statement.
It will be found that Emanuel was
interested in this particular lot of cattle.
The remaining 500 were subsequently
shipped down to Fremantle, und 50 of
the same herd were found to be suffering
from disease. They were shipped by
Messrs. Connor, Doherty, and Durack, in
defiance of the law ; and legal proceedings
having been taken against them, the firm
were fined £50, or 1s. 8. perhead, for hav-
ing defied the Government and introduced
600 bullocks, 100 of which died on the
way, while 50 others were subsequently
condemned. I have it also on good
authority that, immediately following the
introduction of these 600 cattle, drovers
were sent back to Wave Hill station—-
although legal proceedings were pending
against the company for a breach of the
law—to bring 900 more caftle over.
Deputations waited on the Acting
Premier, who took a decidedly firm stand,
and he was perfectly justified in doing
so. I was a member of one of the depu-
tations. It was pointed out by one
section of a deputation that the intro-
duction of these cattle was likely to
reduce the price of meat.

THe PreMIER: The more cattle there
are in the market must make the price
lower.

Mr. HOLMES: I pointed out to the
deputation that the public were not likely
to reap any advantage from that because,
assuning the introduction of these cattle
did bhave the effect of cheapening the
market for the time being, vet if the tick
were infroduced thereby, it would be a
loss instend of again.  What do we find ?

That the tick has been introduced, and it .

is probable that our own settlers in
the Kimberley district, the best cattle-
producing district of Western Australia,
whence we get our winter supplies, will be
prohibited from supplying us any more.
Only one firn has had the opportunity of
introducing cattle, and if the catile they

introdluced had been kept out, the tick |
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{ would have been kept out also. Ifthetick
E had been kept out, we could have gone
on growing more cattle every year.
As it is, the ticks are increasing each
year, and it seems likely that our chief
source of supply for six wenths in the
year will be closed. The 20,000 cattle
referred to did not come from the Northern
Territory of South Australia, but from
our own districts. We find that 900
cattle crossed the horder on October 28,
The Premier pointed out that the procla-
mation might have been published a weel
earlier than it was ; but if the right hon.
gentleman wished to get himself out of
u dificulty, the proclamation should have
been issued a fortnight hefore it was
1gsued, hecanse the steamer left Fre-
mantle to fetch the cattle a fortmight
hefore the cattle came into the colony,
The Government were defied on o previons
occasion over 600 head of cattle. Wlhen
these cattle were landed at Fremantle the
owners were fined £50 for a breach of
the law, and after that the drovers were
sent back to bring more cattle into the
East Kimberley district. These cattle
came into the colony on October 28th, and
they could not have been brought down to
i Fremantle until November 6th, the date
of the Guuette notice. The 600 ead of
cattle were brought into the colony in
defiance of the Government, and the
owners of the cattle were defying the
Government with the 900 head. The
vessel was ready to take the cattle fo
Fremantle, and the owuers simply said,
“ Remove the prohibition, or we will take
the cattle to Fremantle and hold the Gov-
ernment up to rvidicule.” The voyage
from Wyndham takes about eight or nine
days, and the vessel left Fremantle to fetch
the cattle three weeks before the prohi-
bition was removed. I know that the cattle
were put on the ship on November 5, and
the proclamation did not appear in the
Gazette until November 6. In the ad-
ministration of the Stock Diseases Act
there is something radically wrong. The
Government are certainly to Dlame in
aliowing some people to do as they like.
. There were cattle in the Northern Terri-
tory, but people were forbidden from in-
troducing them into this colony. The %00
head of cattle were bought with u pro-
hibition on them, but as soon as the
prohibition was removed the cattle be.
came valuable. Who reaped the benefit ?
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Not the public. T would further like to
point out that the Premier stated that
these 900 head of cattle were faut cattle,
and no other than fat cattle would have
been allowed to come into the colouy.
These cattle were introduced on the
understanding thut they were fat cattle,
and that they were to be lmmediately
shipped to Fremantle. It was found
they were not fat cattle. One shipment
of 300 was sent to Fremantle, and some
of the cattle were distributed about Fre-
mantle, but 200 head were sent to
Northam, where some of them are now.
The other 600 head are in the Kimberley
district spreading disease. If anyone
else had obtained permission to ship
cattle to Fremantle, the cattle would have
had to be shipped. The cattle were
allowed to enter the colony to be sent to
Fremantle, but becanse they are not fat
cattle and are not fit to pay freight upon,
they are not shipped. It must appear
evident to hon. members that the adminis-
tration of the Stock Diseases Act of 1854
is anything but satisfactory.

Mi. HOOLEY (the DeGrey): Al-
though not agreeing with the form in
which the motion has been brought for-
ward, T think the thanks of the community
and the House are due to the hon. member
for Albany for bringing so important a
matter before the House. Enormous risks
are run in dealing with the tick. Two
dangers are threatening us at the present
time. There are the rabbits in the south-
east, but these we can see and deal with.
Then there is in the north the cattle tick,
which we cannot see and are thus unable
to deal with it. Nothing but absolute
probibition, not only on the border of
the Northern Territory but in the Kim-
berley district, can control this pest and
keep it within bounds. It is possible to
keep infected catile on the other side of
the Leopold Range. I have had several
conversations with gentlemen from Queens-
land, since this pest has given so much
trouble, and T heard quite recently from
a gentleman from Townsville that the
people of Townsville are cut off from
dairy supplies, and that now they have
to use condensed milk and imported
butter. That is what it will come to
in this colony if this pest is, imported.
The Premier seems to think that this is a
guestion which only affects pastoralists
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colony, including those living on the gold-
fields. People from the goldfields come to
the city, and what would these people say
to ns if, when they came to Perth, we
gave them condensed milk ¥ Do hon.
members think the people frem the gold-
fields would spend their holidaysin Perth
No; they would go to the other colomies.
The Premier’s own district will be one of
the first districts of the colony to suffer,
if this disease is allowed to spread. There
are many other districts which would
suffer considerably. The colony will have
to depend solely on imported stock from
the other colonies, if the disease is allowed
to spread. In the Pusforalisls’ Review I
read of the sale of a station in Queens-
land with 10,000 head of cattle, 150
horses, homestead, good fencing, and the
country was considered very valuable a
new years ago. The price the station
fetched was £1,500! 'That is the result
of the cattle tick. In the same paper
another sale of a station property was
reported. There were 2,500 acres of
freehold land, 2,000 cattle, 200 horses, a
considerable amount of fencing, and all
was sold for £700. That is what we may
expect in this country if the cattle tick is
allowed to come in. I hope the House
will arrive at some satisfactory method of
preventing tick coming out of the Rasi
Kimberley district.

Mr. JAMES (East Perth): It must
have been a sowrce of gratification, and
have given some reassurance to the hon,
member for Albany (Mr. Leake), to have
listened to the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for the DeGrey (Mr. Hooley), after
the somewlat rough remarks from that
gentleman when he first spoke about this
matter of the tick. The hon. member for
the DeGrey, ou a previous oceasion, asked
why the hon. member for Albany hrought
forward this matter ; therefore it must be
reassuring to the leader of the Opposition
to listen to the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for the DeGrey, who appreciates the
gravity of the danger we have to face.
The Premier is always optimistic. He
is always full of hope, and looks at the
bright side of things. In many ways
that is o good thing, buot confidence like
that sometimes becomes foollardingss.
When we find, all over Australia, men
who have had more experience in cattle
than the lon. members in this House,
recognising the gravity of the position
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and the absolute need of taking the most
stringent steps to save the cattle from
this scourge, is it not rash to separate
ourselves from the general current of
thought in Australia, and to hide our
heads, as it were, in the sand, and say,
“The tick will not reach us, because we
cannot see it ¥ That is the position in
which we are placing ourselves. Why
should we delude ourselves with the fond
hope that this tick disease, which is such
u seourge in Queensiond, and against
which the most stringent steps are being
taken in the other colonies, will not affect
us, and sit down and start an experimen-
tal farm on Garden Tsland? 'That is the
position the Grovernment is taking up.

TaE Premier: I do not think so.” Do
not misrepresent. )

Me. JAMES: We have been told that
we know nothing about cattle, but after
all that is wot the question altogether.
It has been proved by experiments in the
sister colonies that this 1s a grave evil;
therefore we are not wreng in calling
upon the Government to recognise the
disease as the other colonies recoguise it.
The speech of the right hon. gentleman
was heside the question. His argument
was not for the purpose of justifying the
exemption given to DMessrs. Connor,
Doherty, Durack, and Co., Limited, but
tor the purpose of showing that all the
regulations are absolutely useless. The
regulations imposed by the Government
were not agreed upon in the first instance
during the absence of the Premier, but,
the regulations were introduced during
the time the Premier was in the colony,
and they were introduced after due con-
siderution, proper advice and consulta-
tion. Attention was first drawn to this
matter by the knowledge of the fact thal
the firm of Connor, Doherty, Durack,
and Co., or the predecessors of the

firm, openly violated the law. TKnow-
ing that they had mno right to

introduce cattle, they intreduced them.
It was a wilful violation of the law. Is
it not in itself somewhat peculiar that
auny man in this country, whether he
occupies a seat in this House or mnot,
should be allowed openly to violate the
law, to deliberately introduce cattle when
he Lknows that the law prohibits their
mtroduction ? These gentlemen, in whose
favour the law was again suspended and
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special case, are the very men who had
openly and flagrantly violated the law as
it existed. I believe Mr. Durack was, at
that time, the confidential adviser to the
firm, and he thoroughly approved of what
they did. The regulations still existed;
the law was openly violated, and cattle
were introduced which might have
brought with themn tick, or tuberculosis,
or any of the diseases which we desive to
keep out. This limited firm, with no soul
or conscience—for as the law does not
recognise a soul or conscience in corpora-
tions, we way assume that they had
neither—deliberately and openly intro-
duce these rotben and diseased cattle,
knowing that they had broken the law,
and that proceedings were pending against
them ; and yet, with a full knowledge of
that fact, they sent their drovers back for
the purpose of bringing 900 more cattle.
It is peculiar and somewhat significant
that a man sitting behind the Govern-
ment—I hope the hon. member will dis-
tinctly understand that I am speaking of
him as a public man

Tus Premies: You are not justified
in doing it.  You are out of order.

Mz, JAMES: I say it is somewhat
singular that, after the time arrived,
proceedings were threatened against them.
They say: *“We don't care for the
Government and the regulations. Go
back and bring 900 more cattle!' But
apparently it leaks out. Meetings are
held; correspondence appears in the
press; public opinion is excited, and
deputations go before the Acting Premier,
which represent the majority of the
cattle-owners in this colony, and they
say : “ We want those regulations carried
out.” Now mark you, those deputations
were held simply because of this threat-
ened invasion of more cattle belonging to
this firm; and people maturally thought,
what is to happen, if regulations are to be
openly broken by any individual firm?
But one of the members of the firm of
Connor, Doherty, and Dwack, Limited,
attends a. deputation, and he will notstand
this sort of thing. He does not believe
that these regulations are meant to apply
to the fim of Connor, Doherty, and
Durack, Limited ; and he states that, if
the law is enforced—a member of this
House goes to a public deputation and
states that, if the law is enforced—he will

stretched for the purpose of meeting their | use his power in this House to move a
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vote of want of confidence in the Govern-
ment. Thatis the same firm in whose
favour these special exemptions are subse-
quently made. The Acting Premier took
up a proper position with reference to
that matter; and I therefore regret to
note that he was one of those who was
present when this Order-in-Council was
subsequently made. T thought the hon.
gentleman in question had more backbone
thanto deliberately promisethe public that
the Government would stand by the regula-
tions. and would not allow themselves to
be influenced by this threat of those
peoaple who had broken the law on previous
occasions, and then give in after all.
When that expression of opinion was
given by the Acting Premier, the public
had a right to expect that the Govern-
ment would stand by it; and other
persons who dealt in cattle had a right to
assume that they would stand by it.
But Connor, Doherty, and Durack did
not, agree to it; and, after the Govern-
ment, in the most deliberate manner,
promised the country that they would
enforce the regulations, and enforce
them for the express purpose of pre.
venting this firm from again violating
the law, what do we find? Pressure is
brought to bear again. After the Acting
Premier had promised this deputation
that the law should Dbe enforced, the
same firm huy some more cattle. We
canuot help heing amused at. the situation.
These cattle are purchased, and are kept
hanging about on the border. Now why
was that drne, when the firm hought the
cattle with a full knowledge of the dis-
qualification which attached to them?
What moral right had they to obtain
exemption from the provisions of the
Act?  Certainly they had no legal
right.

Tae PremiEr: There is no reference
to show when they sent for these cattle.
They left Wave Hill in June, so far as T
know.

Mg, JAMES: They were bought in
May, so far as I know.

Trr Premier: You had better be
sure.

Mzr. JAMES: The Premier's own state-
ment was that these cattle left Wave Hall
in June; and the deputation was in May.
This fact remains, that the Government
have never yet put forward as a reason for
granting this exempiion the fact that
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these cattle were bought before they had
kmowledge of it. These cattle were pur-
chased, at any rate, after January; and
the regulations suspended for the benefit
of this limited firm were regulations in
force ever since January., They did not
come into force for the first time in May.
It was in May that the Government pro-
mised they would see these regulations
carried out; and I say deliberately that
these cattle were pwrchased with a full
knowledge of these vegulations. Why
where they admitted ? The Premier him-
self says they were really admitted—I
think he must concede this—Dbecause he
himself did not approve of the regula-
tions.

Tre Premier: I said just the opposite.
I did not say that at all.

Mg JAMES: All the arguments of the
right hon. gentleman went to show that
he did not beheve in the regulations
hecause tick could not thrive in that
district.  His reasoning was to this effect:
if these cattle are fat and clean, admit
them. Well, they were not fat when they
were admitted.

Tae PreMieEr: They were reported to
he. They were not in had condition when
they arrived here.

Mr. JAMES: I want to know what
steps the right hon. gentleman has taken
since they got here.  'Who was responsible
for saying they were fat P

Tue Premier: They are all eaten by
this time.

Mz. JAMES: I understand that only
300 out of the original 900 have heen
sold at Fremantle.

Tue PrREMIER : Over 400,

Mr. JAMES : That speaks for their
condition.

Treg Premier: That is not the evi-
dence I have before me, at any rate.

Mr. JAMES: They were supposed to
be fat and clean. Now I will ask: what
on earth has the question of fatness got
to do with disease? 1f they were clean,
that was all that was necessary.

Tue Premier: We wanted meat.

Mr. JAMES: Well, we never got the
meat. Tt is idle to give that as a reason.
If the desire of the Premier had sumply
been that we should get meat, why did
he not puss a regulation that all fat cattle
should be admitted after inspection at
the horder? Why did they not say
that ?
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Tue PreEMIER:
tically.

Mr. JAMES: You did not.

Te Preatter: I beg your pardon.

Mg. JAMES: ‘That is what the Com-
missioner of Lands wanted you to say.

We did say so, prac-
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* But what on earth has that got to do

He took up a perfectly consistent position. .

He said:
have them removed.” Instead of re-
moving them, you give an exemption to
one firm.

Tre Premier: This was a special case.
We will deal with any other special case
on the same conditions.

Mgr. JAMES: It was a special case
becanse the cattle were fat and clean.

T PrEMIER: We wanted the meat.

Mz JAMES: We never got the meat.
And will the right hon. gentleman say
that, if those cattle had been fat and
tick-infested, he would have admitted
them? Was it not the first condition
that they should be clean? IE we were
so badly in wunt of meat in Perth tbat
the Government felt justified in suspend-
ing the regulations in favour of =«
particular firm who bad treated the law
with contempt on every possible occasion,
and who had even gone sofarasto threaten
the Government, why did they not exempt
other cattle-owners from the same pro-
visions of the Act? Why did they not
make an order modifying the regulations
so that any person who brought te the
horder fat and clean cattle conld have
them admitted ?  If that had been done,
the position taken up by the Government
would have been much stronger than it
is now. It seems to me that the crucial
question must be whether the cattle are
clean or not; and the question of whether
they are fat or lean is beside the point.
We did not make these regulations for
the purpose of excluding thin or store
cattle, but in order to exclude diseased
cattle. I should like to ask the Premier
how it was that cattle which came from
the same place as those of Conunor,
Doherty, and Durack, Limited, and which
had the same qualifications—which were
fat and clean—were not admitted # That
is & matter which requires explanation;
and I do not think a satisfactory explana-
tion has yet been given. T want to know
why Kilfovle's cattle were distinguished
from the cattle of Connor, Doherty, and
Durack, Limited. The only reason 1 can
get is that Kilfovle's cattle were bulls.

*“ These regulations are onfair: .
" the meat.

with it, so long as they were clean? The
rewulatlons were for the purpose of
dealmg with diseased cattle.

Tue Premier: I have told vou several
times that we wanted the mead.

Mz. JAMES: Again I say, if that
were the condition, we should have got
But we did not get it.

THE PrEyrer : That is not my fault.

Mr. JAMES: Does not the right hon.
gentleman see that the Government have
heen tricked by the finn which on pre-
vious occasions had broken the law ¥

Tre Premier: I do not believe the
firm kuew the state of the cattle on that
occasion.

Me. JAMES: The memlers of the
firm kuew well enough the state the cattle
werein. Ispeak of the right hon. gentle-
man as a public man, and T myself speak
as o public man. In dealing with this
matter it is our one desive to see the ad-
ministration of this Act is not only pure,
but above suspicion ; and we have te bear
in mind that 1t is not what I, with my
knowledge of the private character of
Ministers, may think, but what outsiders
may think, and may reasonably think,
that we have to consider.

TrE Premier: You ought to set them
a hetter example,

Me. JAMES: 1 want to teach the
Government an example. I want them
to be above suspicion; and T say that an
outsider, judgmg ns simply by our
public actions in counection with this
matter, would have a right to lonk some-
what aside when he found that here were
two lots of cattle, brought from the sane
station on the samedate, both of thewn clean,
both of them fat; and that one lot,
which belonged to two members of this
House, was adinitted ; while the other,
the owner of which was not . member of
the House, was not admitted. I think
that this transaction is open to miscon-
struction on the part of people who do
vot know the personal character of Min-
isters.  That is open to misconstruction
by those who do not know fhe present
Ministry,

THE PRrREMIER:
how.

Mr. JAMES: I am not speaking of
the Mimistry as private individuals. The
Government ought to avoid acts open to
misconstruction of this nature.

Not by vou, any-
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T Premier: We can take care of ' Limited, there was no reason why the

ourselves without advice from you.

Mr. JAMES: That is true.

Tre Premier: Has the Ministry to
be insulted by every oue in the House?

Mr. JAMES: There seems to he some
misunderstanding in the mind of the
Premier. When T address this House I
do not speak to the Premier. hut to the
country, and it is a matter of perfect in-
difference to me whether ¢r not the Pre-
mier likes what I say. T speak to my
constituency, who may return or reject
me.

THeE PrEMIER:
expected, anyhow.

Mr. JAMES: Some people make a
mistake in counection with these debates.
I do not come here for the purpose of
learning manners from the right hon.
gentleman. '

Mr. SiMpson:
any if you did.

Mr. JAMES: I come to criticise the
Premier’s actions, and when I do that, L

manners

Good

You would not get

do not refer to his personal characteristics. '

I only want to justify my suggestion that
the action of the Government is open to
misconstruction. The law was suspended
for the purpose of assisting the special case
of men who had openly and Hagrantly
flouted the Government, and who deli-
berately tricked the Premier by saying
the cattle were fat when they must have
known the cattle were not fat. It is idle
for the Premier to say nothing has
happened since. Even if nothing has
happened, we want to close the door
before the steed has gone. The hon.
member for East Fremantle told us cattle
passed through in May, and that tick
was found i June. If that be so, it
speaks for itself. T enter my protest
against a gystem under which regulations
of this character may be suspended.
Here was a regulation adopted after full
consideration, on the advice of responsible
officers, and supported by deputations re-
presenting most of the cattle owners of
the colony ; and yet, in the face of a deli-
berate promise that the regulation would
be maintained, a suspension is granted ina
hole-and-corner way. Seven or ten days
before the public had any notice, this
firm had their cattle on hoard ship on
their way to Fremantle. If there was
any justification for the special case on
behalf of O’Connor, Doherty, and Durack,

saine exemption should not have been
granted to all cattle owners who funlfilled
the same conditions. If the regulations
had been amended to allow any clean and
fat cattle to come in, nothing could have
been said, bevond, perhaps, that the
Government had acted rather wrongly in
modifying the regulations in that way.
I regret the misconstruction which may
be put on the action of the Government,
and will give my vote with the motion,
Mz. HARPER (Beverley): It is re-

- freshing to see the leader of the Opposi-

are |

- ley.

tion taking up the cudgels on hehalf of
the pastoralists, and I only hope he will
continue fighting on their behalt. But I
cannot. help thinking that if the position
had been reversed, he would have found
a much better opportunity of bringing an
agensation against the Government. It
15 a preat pity and a great misforfune
that the subjeet should be involved in the
interests of two firms of cattle dealers.
If that cousideration had not come in,
there would have been very much less
heat, and very much less animadversion
on all sides. T myself wish, as far as pos-
sible, to speak apart from that considera-
tion, and I point out how the leader of the
Opposition might have had a much better
case if the conditions had heen reversed.
The hon. member for Bast Fremantle has
suggested that a certain gentlemun, when
he wrote a certain letter, was interested
in the export of cattle from East Kim-
berley, and that, therefore, the House
should not place too much confidence in
what that gentleman has said. Supposing
the Ministry had not done what they did
and had made enemies, what a much
better case the leader of the Opposition
would have had if the gentleman referred
to had gone to the hon. member, and
asked him to take up his case and attack
the Premier for not having used his n-
fluence to benefit the firm of which his
brother was a member.

Me. LEagEe: But that position did not
come about. I an not fighting for
Alexander Forrest and Co.

Mr. HARPER: The leader of the
Opposition, when guestioned by the
Premier, said he would quarantine the
whole of the cattle from East Kimber-
But that would mean that the
colony would lore the supply of stock
from the chief export district. It way
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be my misfortune. but it is my habit,
to look a little further ahead than
some people. It is, perhaps, very often
unwise to do that, because it leaves oue
opeu to imputations which other people
escape. We have a short supply of meat
for our own markets. If that supply be
shortened, only one result can follow,
namely, that the uty must be taken off
live stock. And to take theduty off live
stock involves, sooner or later, taking the
duty off chilled meat. I am as positive
as I am standing here that to take the
duty off chilled meat will absolutely anni.
hilate the pastoral industry of the colony.
Mr. James: The tick will do that.
Mr. HARPER : That is yvour asser-

tion, and T do not know that itis worth =

much.

Mir. James:
opinion in Queensland and New South
Wales.

Mr. HARPER: The hon. member re-
fers to Queensland. One would suppose
that the Queensland tick had only fallen
on two placesin the world-—Texas and the
Northern Territory of Australia. The
tick had its origin in the East India
Islands, throughout the whole of which
it exists. It was introduced on the main-
land of Australia, and spread through the
Northern Territory to Queensland. It
has been so deadly in Queensland because
the climate of that colony favours its
reproduction. No hon, member seems to
have noticed that its devastating effects
are due to the fact that hundreds of
miles on the Queensland coast are thickly
stocked with cattle from end to end.
All the herds meet, and consequently
there is no check on the spread of
the tick, under favourable climatic and
treoumphua,} conditions.
Northern parts of Queensland have
travelled through Australia to Adelaide,
Melbourne and Sydney, in thousands and
tens of thousands; but we have not heard
of tick appearing in their tracks.

Mr. James: The animals are quaran-
tined.

¥Mr. HARPER: Mobs of cattle have
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Me. HARPER: It cannot be denied

© that those cattle have Leen travelling

from tick-infected districts for the last
twenty vears, and we have not heard of
infection appearing in inland or drv por-
tions of the colony. If the danger had
been so great as some hon. members
seem to fear. the tick would have been in
Victoria and New South Wales long ago.
It is only within recent years, when the
devastation of the tick has made itself
remarkuble in Eastern Queensland, that
people have become terrified in other por-
tions of the colonies. There has been the
same risk of contagion for many years

¢ past,

Except that that is the

Cattle from the .

Mg. Vosper: If there has been the
same risk of -contagion for twenty years,
why hus the disense not broken out in the
same way beforet

Mr. HARPER: Tick has gradually
drifted down the coasts, nt has only got
serious where climatic conditions were
favonrable.  Why has the disease not
appeared in the centrul parts of New
South Wales and Victoria?

MR. James: There are restrictions in
Victoria and New South Wales.

Mer. HARPER: There have been no
restrictions at all until within the last
year. I desire to again point out that if
you ¢lose East. Kimberley you will do an
enormous injury to. if you will not
actually destroy, one of the principal
industries in that part of the colony. If
you ¢lose Bast Kumberley, what will be-
come of the cattle inland ? The only way
to eradicate the tick would be to eradicate
the cattle, and that would be a drastic
remedy which this House would hardly
suggest Shortly before the Acting
Premier instructed Mr. Craig to visit the
Kimberley district, I had a conversation
with him, in the course of which he told
me that he sent Mr. Craig there to get a
full and aceurate report of the conditions
prevalent in that district. I said, “T
think you are on perfectly sound ground

" in doing so, and you should be guided by

, theresult.”

been travelling through Australia from -
north to south for the last twenty years, .

but the tick has only caused devastation in
those districts especially suitable for its
development.

A Meuser: The cattle are not al-
lowed to travel now.

The member for Albany has
insinuated—I don't know whether it
comes from himself or not—that 1 have
heen somehow personally interested in the
action the Glovernment have taken. I
give a direct and most emphatic denial
fo that, and will add that I had no more,
perhaps not so much, to do with it, than
the hon. member himseif.
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Mg, Lgaxe: Iam perfectly satisfied.

Mr. HARPER: My action has been '
governed by this. If thereis any serious
danger to be run by infroducing cattle
from East Wimberley to Fremantle, it 1s
far better to run a minimum risk than
to subject the country to the loss which
would result fromn shutting up one of its
principal meat-producing districts, and
thus throwing the import trade into
the hands of the eastern colonies.

A MemMsER: Will you vote for the
abolition of the Stock Tax ?
Mr. HARPER: Yes; I voted In

favour of it. Tt is not the abolition of
the duty ou live stock, but on dead
meat, which is to he feared. Anyone
who kuows anything about live stock
knows that it cannot possibly compete
againgt the importation of chilled meat.
Chilled meat will realise in the best
markets of the world within a fraction
of the best locally produced meat; and
this colony could not produce locally
and sell live stock against chilled meat
from the other colonies. If you took off
the duty on live stock, there would he
such a clamouwr for the reduction or
abolition of the duty on chilled meat that
you would not only annihilate the live
stock trade here, hut throw it into the
hands of the people outside the colony,
who wonld be able to demand what price
they liked. That brings me to another
point with regard to the attack made on
the Ministry. That attack was made be-
cause they have allowed a certain number
of stock to come over the border and in-
curred the danger of the introduction of
tick. I am not goimg te touch on the
legal aspect of the question.
to the legal members. All the evidence
we have goes to show that the tick has
been in East Kimberley for years past.
The mmspector of stock reports that, and

[ASSEMBLY.]

I leavethat .

we have had it confirmed from other -

sources as well. I say that, if you admit
cattle to these parts from any portion of
East. Kimberley where there is tick, you
are not justified in shutting out clean

cattle becanse they come from over the .

water. There is no more danger of in-
trodueing tick by allowing clean cattle to
e brought fromn over the border than by
allowing tick-infested cattle to be brought
here from within the border.

Mg. Vosper: Why not make it a
general rule? Why make a special case?

and Administration.

Mr. HARPER: I assume it to be a
specia.l case becanse only one party applied.
The member for East Perth did not show
his usual intelligence in discussing the
question. Is it reasonable to suppose that
acompany of stock dealers would consign
a number of sheep in poor condition to
supply a market with fat stock 7 The
case is absurd.

A Mewmper: They could not get them
into the colony nnless they said the sheep
were fat.

Mzr. HARPER: It is very easily ex-
plained. The Wave Hill cattle were
probably kept on inferior land on the
border, and herded until they were per-
mitted to enter. If hon. members imagine
that cattle can he herded on inferior
land and kept in good condition, they
are mistaken. I wish to say a word in
contradiction of what the member for
East Fremantle said. ~“The tick,” said
the hon. member without vaming his
anthority, “only came in with the Wuve
Hill cattle” TLast yeanr an officer was
sent up to inquire into the matter. and
he reported as follows :—

No reliable data concerning the lirst intro-

duction of ticks on the Ord River run can be
ohtained, for the purpose no doubt of decrying
the danger of the spread of these parasites.
I'have heard it said that they were scen there
for the last ten years. This would mean from
almost the first stocking of the country.
The most reasonable deduction we can
come to is that the tick came from
the Northern Territory and Queensland.
There is no other probable source from
which it could have come. He adds:—

Bnt as few people now living in East Kim-
berley arrived there over ten yearsago, nndnone
of thean are thoroughly acquainted with the run,
and none of the men at present on the Ord
River Sation have heen there two years, this
statement, like many others [ have heard, is
quite unreliable. From a source I have reason
to believe reliable, 1 heard previous to the last
two years the parasite was not ohserved toany
extent.

Therefore from a
helieves to he reliable, he says the
ticks have heen there for over two
years. That is much Dbetter evi-
dence than the statement which the
hon. member of East Fremantle gives us
second-hand. The hon. member for
Albany (Mer. Leake) made what appeared
to him a very good point, by reading in a
letter that Mr. Durack was in favour
of the introduction of a certain number of

source which he
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cuttle, and the hon, member at once
assumed that Mr. Durack was anember of
the firm of Conner, Doherty, Duruck and
Co.

would have said “our Mr. Durack.” It
so happens that there is another Mr.
Dhmack totally independent of this firm.

Mer. Leakg: The letter is signed
“Counor and Doberty,” not * Connor,
Doherty and Durack.”

Me. HARPER: T do ot know any-
thing about that; I have uet spoken to
anyone on the subject; but I have casually
met o Mr. Durack. who is not the mem-
ber of Connor, Doherty and Durack, and
I had some conversation with him on the
subject of the tick, and I assume from
it that this is the Mr. Durack spoken
of. The hon. member for Albany is
quite welcome to his little joke, but his
reasoning is not sound from the evidence.
I only desire to say o few words in regard
to the introduction of these 900 head of
cattle. T again repeat that if we are not to
receive cattle that are clean and the duty
on which has been paid, over the border.
then we are not justified in receiving
any cattle shipped from East Kimberley
for Fremantle. Ia the future it will be
necessary to be very careful whataction is
taken. I do not, however, think we are
justified in taking an alarmist view and
shutting out. the whole of the cattle from
East Kimberley district. The best thing
for all concerned is to establish as soon as
possible chilhng works at the nearest
convenient place to Wyndham. That is
how our market will have to be supplied
with beef In the future, and the sooner
such a scheme 1s carried out the better.
With regard to the danger to cattle in
this part of the ecolony, some hon.
mewnbers have given extremely pessimistic
views. If we take the most serious case
possible, that of a shipment of stock
heing landed and distributed, and it were
afterwards found that the stock were
diseased with tick, our country is so
sparsely stocked with cattle that there is
not the remotest possible chance of stock
which had been landed being spread
about so widely that they could not be
discovered.

A MemBer: But the tick might be on
the ground.

Mr. HARPER: Then vou can quaran-
tine the ground. I do not advocate
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But itis obvious that if the firm had -
been writing of one of their partners, they -
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cattle being brought down with tick on
them, but T say the ularnist view of some
men is absurd. T would point this out,
that the tick being indigenous to the
East Indies, we are always running the
risk of the disease being iutroduced by
dogs and ponies from these places. All
precantion should be taken to see that
the tick is not introduced frow the East
Tudies, Singapore, aud other ports.

Mz. A. FORREST (East Kimberley):
I move that the debate be adjourned until
the next sitting of the House. The ques-
tions raised by the various speakers are
important, and I think the debate might
be adjourned.

Motion—ithat. the debate be adjourned
——put, aud division taken with the follow-
ing result:—-

Aves ... .. 20
Noes ... .. 10
Majority for .o 10

Ares, NoEs,

Sir John Forrest Mr. Holmes

Mir. A. Forrest Mr. Ilingwarth

Mr. George Mr, Leake

Br. Hall By, Ounts

Mr. Harper Mr. Oldhom

Mr, Hooley Mr, Simpson

bTr. Hubble Mr. Vosper

Mr. Lefroy Mr. Wallace

Mr, Locke Mr, Wilson

Mr, Mitchell Mr, Keuny {Taller),

Mr. Mo

Mr, Penncfather

Bir. Phillips

Mr. Piesse

Mr. Quinlun

Mr. Xason

Mr. Thressell

Mr. Yenn

Mr. Wood

Mr. Doherty (Toller).

Motion for adjournment thus passed,
and the debate adjourned accordingly.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Ceunecil.

STATE OF PUBLIC BUSINESS.

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : Before the House adjowrns, 1
beg to say that to-morrow I intend to
ask the House to sit on Friday evening
from 7:30 onward, as it seems to me that
we cannot get through our Dbusiness
unless we do so. I mention the matter
now in order that hon. members may
consider it.
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ADJOURNMEN'.

The House adjourned at 1125 p.m.
until the next day.

Wegialatite Touncil,
Thavreday, 16th December, 1897.

Pnpers presented—Question: Loss of Pupers iu cuse of
Reyina v, Courthope—Jury Act Amendment Bill :
Arst rending—bunicipal Iustitutions Act Amend-
ment Bill : first reading—Companies Act Amend-.
ment Bill: third reading—Sale of Liguors Act
Amendment Bill : thirl reading—Public Notaries
Rill t Council's Amendments ingisted on - Adjourn.
ment.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
430 o’clock pm.

Pravers.

PAPERS PEESENIED.

By the Mintsrer oF Mines: 1. Re-
turns showing expenditure ineurred by
the Metropolitan Waterworks Board and
Public Works Department in sinking
various hores, 2. Acvounts of Metro-

[COUNCIL.)

politan ‘Waterworks Bourd, further par- |

ticulars. 3.
caused by boiler explosions. 4. By-law
of the Muuicipal Council of Eust Fre-
mantle.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION—LOSS OF PAPERS IN CASE
OF REGINA V. COURTHOFE,

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES, in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of Mines :—
t. If an exhibit was received in evidence
at the Police Court, Perth, in the case of
Reginas. Courthope. 2. Were the deposi-
tions, together with the exhibit, handed
to the Crown Taw Department. 3. Were
the depositions and exhibit handed in
due course to the Crown Solicitor, or were
they ever in his possession. 4. If it was
the fact that the exhibit was not forth-
coming at the trial, and the fact adversely

Return showing deaths !

Public Notaries Bill.

commented on Ly the Chief Justice ; and
who was the person responsible for the
neglect. 5. What steps, if any, did the
Minister of the Department intend to take.
6. If the Police Magistrate (Mr. Roe) was
in any way responsible for the loss of the
document. 7. What explanation, if any,
could be given of the loss.

Tur MINISTER OF MINES (Hou.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied: —1. An exhibit
was tendered, but not received in evidence
in the police conrt. z. Yes. 3. Yes. 4.
The exhibit was in Court, at 1he trial, but
could not be found when required. There
was no ueglect for which anyone can be
said to be responsible. 5. None. 6. No.
7. The exhibit had become, temporarily,
lost in Court.

JURY ACT AMENDMENT BELL.
Introduced by Hon. R. §. Havmus,
and read a first time.

MUNTCIPAL INSTITULTLONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
Received from the Tegislative As.
sembly, and read a first tine.

COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENYT BILL.

On the motion of Hon. R. 8. Haywes,
Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Assembly, with a copy of
the Select Committee’s Report.

SALE OF LIQUORS ACT AMENDMEN
BILL.
Ruead u third time, and passed.

PUBLIC NOTARIES BILL.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES moved
that the amendments made by the Coun-
c¢il in the 13ll, and forwarded to the
Legislative Assemnbly, be not insisted
upon. He looked upon the Bill as purely
a technical one, and one of which those
members who belonged to the legal pro-
fession were the best judges. In Clause
5 the Hon. R. 8. Haynes had moved an
amendment to the effect that no person
should be appointed to be a notary unless
he was a practitioner of the Supreme
Court who had served his articles of
clerkship to a solicitor in Waestern
Anstralia, or had practised for 5 years as
a public notary 1n some other part of
Her Majesty’s dominions, and had been



